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TO THE 


Congregations at Provipance CHa- 
PEL, MONKWELL-STREET, and at 


R1icuMOND in SURREY. N 


Dear Brethren and Siſters in Chriſt, 


RACE and peace be multiplied. I here 
ſend you what you deſired, which I 
hope will be acceptable, after a long and im- 
patient waiting for it; it was a multiplicity of 
engagements that made the wheels of it drag 
ſo heavily, or elſe 1 ſhould have been with 
you before now; beſides, a part of the ſub- 
ject being a matter of much debate, it took 
me the more time in laying all to the rule; 
that as there was nothing crooked or perverſe J 
intended, ſo nothing crooked or perverſe my - if 
appear. Putting the diſcourſe ſince deliver- Y 
ed from Rom. viii. 3, 4. as a ſupplement to "= 
this, would look too much like a garment aß 
linen and woollen together; yet to oblige © Rx 
you, I have ſcattered here and there a little, 
ſome in the warp, and ſome in the wogf, that AF 
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it might come out all of a piece. May the 
Lord give you eyes to ſee for yourſelves; and 


as it contains what J believe to be real goſpel, 
and what ſome call dangerous errors, I hope 


you will try it by the ſame rule that I did; 


and if it lies ſtreight with that, may the pro- 
miſed bleſſings attend it, and the readers of 
it. As many as walk according to this rule, 
mercy on them, and peace, and upon the Iſrael of 
God. | 


Amen, ſays thy willing ſervant to command, 


WILLIAM HUNTINGTON, 


* 


A 
S8 E R M © N, 


From RoMans iii. 31. 


Do we then make void the law through faith? God 
forbid: yea, we eftabliſh the law, 


HE apoſtle having been ſlanderouſly re- 
ported, for preaching up free-grace, and 
unconditional ſalvation through faith in Chriſt, 
endeavours to vindicate his evangelical doctrine 
againſt their falſe charge, and to ſtop the mouths 


of his legal accuſers.— He inſiſted upon it, that 


the truth of God had abounded to the glory of 
God by his miniſtry, whether he was a true 


preacher, or a falſe one; and as the truth of God 
had abounded to God's glory by him, he ought not. 


to have been judged as a ſinner, 


His accuſers called him a Har, and his doctrine 


of free-grace a lie; and others had avouched, 
that he was ſuch an enemy to good works, that he 
even preached up wickedneſs—and theſe were the 


words that they affirmed he dropped“ Let us 
do evil that good may come.” Paul on the other 
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hand inſiſted on it, that if he was a liar, and his 
doctrine of free-grace a lie, that he had lied to the 
glory of God; and that the truth of God had abound- 
ed by his lie—which is not very likely, that the 
truth of God ſhould be abundantly manifeſted, 


and its power diſplayed in the deſtruction of falſe 


doctrine, and ſubjecting ſinners to goſpel obe- 
dience, ſo as for God to get a tribute of glory 
from the recipiants of his doctrine, while Paul the 
miniſter of it preached nothing but lies. As 
though Paul would ſay, Let my doctrine be lies 
or truth, God owns it, bleſſes it, ſets his ſeal to 
it, and gets glory by it, —and as God is glorified, 
and truth to ſinners abundantly manifeſted; you 
ought to be filent, and do nothing raſhly : for 
certainly God can get no glory by your ſlander, 
noiſe, and tumult. Paul, finding theſe advocates 
for the law carried on all their ſtorm of raillery, 
lying, and rage, in the behalf of good works, 
brings forth the ſentence of the law, and its ex- 
ecution againſt them, and declares it juſt: for if 
the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie 
unto bis glory; why am I allo judged as a finner ? and 
not rather, as we be flanderoufly reported, and as ſome 
affirm that we ſay ** Let us do evil that good may 
come? whoſe damnation is juſt, ver. 8. 
If.this be the caſe, ſays Paul, then we are all on 
a level: for we have before proved, that both 
Jes and Gentiles are all under ſin; and if we are 
all in one ſtate, why am I called, inſtructed, ſanc- 
tified, and ſcat to preach ? I am ſent to preach, it 
18 
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is plain, becauſe the truth of God hack abounded 
to his glory by my doctrine; and if I and my fel- 
low-labourers preach up evil works that good 
may come of them, what are we better than they? 
— If there is no difference (made by grace) be- 
tween us—why doth God get glory by us, and we 
get reproach by you ? | | 
The apoſtle refers to the Pſalms, and brings 
the declaration from heaven, to confirm his own 


doctrine, and to ſtop their mouth, from 1oth ver. 


to the x8th, and then applies it to them, as the 
voice of the law, which they contended for. Noto 
we know that what things ſoever the law ſaith, it ſaith 
to them that are under the law ; that every mouth may 
may be ſtopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God, ver. 19. Paul ſtill ſticks to his text, 
and declares that the &nowledge of ſin is by the law: 
but that juſtification comes from another quarter, 
ver. 20. namely, the righteouſneſs of God, which 
without the law is manifeſted; and this is no new 
doctrine: for it is witneſſed both by the law and the 


propbets even the righteouſneſs which God the 


Saviour wrought out, and which God the Father 
accepted, aud imputes to the believer in Jeſus 
Chriſt, ver, 22. This method of juſtifying a ſin- 
ner by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is to the glory 
of free grace, and without any injury done to 
either law or juſtice, becauſe it comes through 
the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, whom God 
hath ſer forth to magnify the law, ſatisfy juſtice, 
appeaſe the wrath of God, and make reconcilia- 
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tion between God ind ſinners. And as the law 
is made honourable by Chriſt's life, and juſtice 
ſatisfied by his death, and the curſe of the law 
fully executed on him, as the ſinner's ſurety, God 
appears ſtill juſt to his law, and faithful to his 
threatening, as well as to his promiſe - free grace 
is exalted, and the ſinner is brought in debtor 
to that, and ſaved freely by it, So God appears 
ſtrictly 74, and yet the juſtifier of him which believ- 
eth in Jeſus, ver. 25, 26, Now if all have ſinned, 
and by the law is the knowledge of it, and all 
by that law are brought in guilty before God ; for 
all have ſinned, and fo come ſhort of the glory 
of God—and if the ſinner is juſtified by free grace, 
through the redemption and mediation of ano- 
ther; where is boaſting then ? It is excluded, By 
what law ? Of Works? Nay, for the work-monger 
is always the proudeſt man, 1 Tim. vi. 4. the 
moſt judicially blind, John ix. 40. the greateſt 
boaſter, Pſ. xciv. 4. the moſt like the devil, 
1 Tim. iii. 6. and the fartheſt from the kingdom 
of God, Matt. xxi. 31. Nay, boaſting is exclud- 
ed by the ſpiritual law of wonder-working faith, 
that works a ſinner out of himſelf into God his 
Saviour, and leads him to make his boaſt of him 
all the day long. Whatever maketh a man rich, 
healthy, happy, glorious, and affords him long 
life, he is ſure to boaſt of,—Grace makes him 
ſpiritually rich, Rev. ii. 9. healthy, Pf, Ixvii. 2. 
happy, Prov. iii. 13. glorious, Iſa. Ix, 1. and af- 
fords him everlaſting life, without any regard to 

his 
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his deeds as a procuring, or meritorious cauſe 
thereof. Therefore we conclude that a man is juſtified” 
by faith, without the deeds of the law, ver. 28. But 
perhaps you ſet yourſelves up on the account of 
your being Jews, and having been circumciſed— 
this is but a refuge of lies. Is he the Ged of the 
Fews only? Is he not alſo of the Gentiles ? Yes of the 
Gentiles alſo, ver. 29. Your circumciſion will not 
juſtify you before God, without faith, nor ſhall 
the uncircumciſion of the Gentiles condemn them, 
if they believe in Jeſus 5 ſeeing it is one God who 
ball juſtify the circumciſion by faith, and the uncir- 
cumciſion through faith, ver. 30. 

Now I ſuppoſe you will run off, and declare, 
that we give a looſe rein ta all fin, corrupt the 
morals of the people, make void the holy law of 
God, and deſtroy all good works, by preaching 
free grace, and free juſtification by faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, 

But ſtop, do not conclude too haſtily—-we do 
not injure, nor make void the law through faith 
-— God forbid: it is eſtabliſhed this way and no 
other. Do we then make void the law through - 
Faith! God forbid : yea, we eſtabliſh the law, ver. 31. 

Having introduced my text, I wiſh you to be 


attentive, while I offer my thoughts under the fol- 


lowing heads: 

1, What the law is, and the lawful uſe of it. 
2. What it can, and what it cannot do. 

3. What we may underſtand by faith. 

4. Prove that faith eſtabliſhes the law, and how. 


5. Shew ; 
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[A Shew who thoſe are who make void the law, 
6. Make a modeſt enquiry whether the law of 


itſelf, excluſive of the promiſe, be a ſufficient 
and a ſcriptural rule for the real Chriſtian's life, 


walk, and converſation, 


And laſtly, whether ſetting the law perpetually 
before all ranks of Chriſtians as a rule of life, 
can with propriety be called ſpeaking the lan- 
guage, or doing the work of an evangeliſt, 


Firſt, What are we to underſtand by the law 
of God? I underſtand (the decalogue, or) the 


- ten commandments by it; that which the Lord 


gave*in the twentieth chapter of Exodus, and 
which are repeated agiin by Moſes in the fifth 
of Deuteronomy, © Theſe words the Lord ſpake 
© unto all your aſſembly in the mount, out of 
« the midſt of the fire, of the cloud, and of the 


de thick darkneſs, with a great voice, and he 
« added no more,” Deut. v. 22. This decalogue 
is the main root from which all other trunks and 


branches were drawn by Moles and the prophets. 
Theſe words were written on two tables of lone, 


and put in the ark, as God's everlaſting teſti- 


mony againſt all fin and ſinners; hence the ark 
is called the ark of the teſtimony ; and to this 
teſtimony the tribes went up. 

2dly, The law ſhadows forth many of the per- 


fections of God; and it is a revelation of a great 


part of his mind and will, ſhewing what he will- 
eth, and what he willeth not. Though ic can- 
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not in the ſtricteſt ſenſe be called a revelation of 
all the mind and will of God; for the myſtery 
of his will to be made known touching the way 
of life in Chriſt, is brought to light through the 
goſpel, A revelation of God the law certainly 
is; as many of his glorious perfections ſhine 
therein; hence the miniſtration of death is ſaid to 
be glorious. 

The holineſs of God appears in the law—7be 
law is holy; and that perfection ſhining as a 
comet in the law, diſcovers our filthineſs ; and 
hence our enmity riſes againſt both the law and 
the law-giver: tbe carnal mind is enmity againſt 


God; it is not fukjeft to bis law, neither indeed can 


be. 


The goodneſs of God appears in it—the [aw is 
good ; becauſe it commends nothing but what we 


know to be really good, and forbids nothing bur 


what we know to be evil; therefore it works 


death in us by that which is goed, inſomuch that 
our evil conſciences will commend it. F our 


unrighteouſneſs commend the righteouſneſs of God, is 


Cod unrighteous who taketh vengeance? Rom. iii. 5. 
The juſtice of God appears in the law—#he com- 
mandment is juſt, Rom. vii. 12. We ſee his diſ- 
pleaſure revealed againſt all fin, and his everlaſt- 
ing wrath againſt all ſinners, and not a ſingle 
ground of hope to be found in the la of command- 
ments that he will ever hold any guiltleſs who 


trangreſs the ſame; nor is there the leaſt ground 


of hope in all the book of God that any one part 
thereof 
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thereof will ever be altered or repealed; and 
conſequently no mercy for them that die under 
its curſe—go ye curſed into everlaſting puniſhment. 

The immutability of God appears in the law 
God is of one mind, and none can turn him, This ap- 
pears, if we conſider the law as a revelation of 
wrath; the wrath of God is revealed againſt all 
ungodlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of men, Rom. i; 
18. which wrath is called unmixed wine, poured 
out into the cup of his indignation; which will be 
the portion of the wicked for ever, Mal. i. 4. 

When Juſtice put that cup into the hands of 
our bleſſed Surety, the human nature ſhuddered 
at it, and the Saviour, with a three-fold petition, 
cried, If it be Pelli ble, let this cup paſs from me but 
the removal of it could not be complied with. 
God ſpared not his own Son; and if he ſpared not 
- His own Son, will he ſpare the ſinner that dies 
under the law? Here Juſtice appeared in all her 
inflexibility—the law-giver and the law in their 
immutability, and the weight of wrath in all its 

. dreadful appearance ſin in its juſt demerit—the 
© malice of ſinners in all their inſenſibility and cru- 
elty; and the dear Redeemer in the higheſt act of 
unparalleled obedience. 


The eternity of God appears in the law; the 
tranſgreſſors of it Hall go away into everlaſting Pu- 

niſhment, Matt. xxv. 46. 
I know ſome of our troublers of Iſrael, who 
pretend to be famous Hebreians and Grecians, 
| to 
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to ſupport the new doctrines of a gaol-delivery for 
the damned in hell tell us, that eternal and ever- 
laſting in the original languages have alimited ſenſe; 
but I have found none ſo daring as to affirm that 
it admits of a limited ſenſe when applied to the 
eternity of Jehovah, or to the eternal happineſs 
of the ſaints, Let this be granted, and the eter- 
nity of God will appear in the law, It is proved 
that the law is expreſſive of many of the glorious 
perfections of God, which ſhine conſpicuouſly in 
it. Hence it is ſaid to be glorious. And let ſuch 
gentlemen hope for a gaol-delivery for the 
damned, and try when they come there, if the 
abuſe of good neſs, the contempt of glory, the diſ- 
pleaſure of a ſlighted God, ſcorned juſtice, de- 
rided immutability by a falſe hope in a mutable 
law and law-giver, do not to all eternity flaſh in 
the faces, and recoil on the conſciences of all 
who die under the curſe of that dreadful law. In 
the above ſenſe, God, as an injured and offended 
Being, will ever viſit unpardonable tranſgreſſors 
with the dreadful ſtripes of his iron rod. Jf I go* 
down into bell, thou art there alſo; and the damned 
ſhall ſurely come out, when the immutable Je- 
hovah admits of a change; but not till then. 


If God can fail in his law, he muſt fail in him- 
ſelf; and if one perfeftion can be changed, fo 
may all. But let God be true, ſays the Holy Ghoſt, 
and then we ſhall be able to agree with the ſame 
Spirit, with reſpect to the law. Thy law is the 

| ” ruth. 
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truth. Having given a brief defcription of the 
law, I now paſs on to treat of the ſecond branch 
of this head, namely, of the lawful uſe of it. 

The law is good, if a man uſe it lawfully, 1 Tim. i. 8, 
It 1s lawful to ſound God's dreadful alarm from 
it, in order to batter down the daubed wall of 
ſelf-righteouſnels, and the falſe peace that attends 
it, Ezek. xii. 10. This was prefigured, by 
throwing down the wall of Jericho by the luad 
of rams horns. 

The ſpirituality of the law is to be inſiſted on; 
the law is of the ſame divine nature as the law- 
giver. The law is ſpiritual, but the ſinner is carnal, 
fold under fin. When the law is enforced in its 
ſpiritual meaning, and its ſpiritual demands diſ- 
covered, the conſcience of the ſinner is laid open, 
his ſin is expoſed, and he appears under an awful 
arreſt. When the commandment cane, ſin revived, 
and all manner of concupiſcence appeared. By the 
law is the knowledge of ſin; for I had not known . 
tuft, except the law bad ſaid, thou ſhalt not covet. 
Rom, vil. % 

The geodneſs of the law, the immutabzlity, the 
eternity of it, and its unlimited demands, ought 
to be inſiſted on, in order to execute all legal 
hopes in a killing covenant; and to drive the 
ſinner out of all his falſe holds and refuges of 
lies, by proving, that as many as are of the works 
of it, are under the curſe of it, Gal. iii. 10. and 
dying under it, they mult riſe under it, and be 
condemned by it; for heaven and earth ſhall paſs 


away 
\ 
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away before one jot or tittle of the law ſhall: fail, 
Matt, v. 18. The law will deliver every tranſ- 
greſſor that is found under it 2p to the judge, and 
bring him to an account for every idle word; and 
the judge is bound by the immutable ties of truth 
and righteouſneſs to deliver the criminal-up to 
vindiftive juſtice, and eternal juſtice will ſee the 
eternal ſentence of the law eternally executed. 
The law, therefore, is lawfully uſed, when it is 
faithfully preached in its ſpiritual meaning to 
them that are under it; that the mouth of boaſt- 
ing may be ſtopped, and the ſinner brought in 
guilty before God; for the language of the law 
is directed to all ſelf-righteous ſouls that ſeek to 
be juſtified by it; for we know that what things 
ſoever the law ſaith, it ſaith to them who are under 
the law, Rom. iii. 19. A goſpel miniſter may 
goſpelize any part of the law, and ſer it, diſarm- 
ed of its curſe and condemning power, in the 
heart of Chriſt, in a beautiful light before the 
eyes of a real chriſtian, and yet do the work of an 
evangeliſt: for inſtance, the law ſays, And it 
ſhall be our righteouſneſs, if we obſerve to do all theſe 
commandments before the Lord our God, as be bath © 
commanded us, Deut. vi. 25. I may warrantably 
declare that the law of God allows of a ſurety, and 
that Chriſt, as a ſurety, has magnified that law, 
and made it honourable, Iſa, xlii. 21. which law has 
been broken by all the human race (infants not 
excepted), as appears by comparing theſe ſcrip» _ 
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tures together: the law is perfe?, converting the 
foul, Palm xix. 7. In fin was I ſhapen, and in ini- 
quity did my mother conceive me, Pſalm li. 5, Who 
can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? not one, 
Job xiv. 4. Hence Death reigned from Adam to 
Moeſes over them infants included] who had ne- 
ver ſinned after the ſimilitude, or in the [ practi- 
cal} manner of Adam's iranſgreſſion. Where-ever 
death reigns, ſin enthrones him, either by impu- 
tation, original guilt, or actual tranſgreſſion. Sin 
entered, and Death by Sin, and ſo Death paſſed upon 
all wen, for all have ſinned, Rom. v. 12. 


But now the righteouſneſs. of God without the law 
is manifefted, being witneſſed by the law and the pro- 
pbets; even the righteouſneſs of God [the Fa- 
ther's providing] [of God, the Son's preparing] 
Land of God, the Holy Ghoſt's revealing and 
applying] which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt, ante 
all, and upon all them that” believe, Rom. iii. 

21, 22. 


I may further add,—that the promiſed Spirit, 
as a covenant bleſſing, which is promiſed to all 
theelect, in Chriſt Jeſus, Iſa. Iix. 21, is called the 
ſpirit of love, and of a ſound mind, 2 Tim. i. 7. 
And God's love ſhed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghoſt, is of the ſame ſpiritual nature of the | 
law ; for the law is fulfilled by real love, Rom, 
xiii, 8. Thus a chriſtian, who has got an imput- 
ed righteouſneſs on him, and a divine love in 
him, may ſay to the honour of free grace, mn 
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the righteouſneſs of the law is fulfilled in me, who 
| walk not after the fleſh but after the Spirit, Rom. 
viii. 4. For the Spirit teſtifies of righteouſneſs. to 
the believer,—and he ſheds abroad the love of 
God in the heart of him, which attraQts the af- 
fections both to God and to the children of God; 
He who loveth him who begat, loveth him alſo that 
is begotten of him;—Love to God and the neighbour, 
are the two grand hinges on which hangs the 
miniſtry of the law and the prophets. 


A goſpel miniſter may further evangelize the 
law; for inſtance, the law ſaith, Honour thy father 
and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, Exod. xx. 12. 
Now if I prove to a real Chriſtian, that God is 
his father, John xx. 17. and that the church is 
his mother, Gal. iv. 26, in a goſpel ſenſe, I may 
likewiſe warrantably prove, by virtue of a co- 
venant of promiſe, tbat God is bis life and the length 
of his days, Deut. xxx. 20. and that he will to 
all eternity be enjoyed by him in that land which 
is very far off, Iſa. xxxiii. 17, which the Lord our 
God giveth us: thus a goſpel miniſter may goſs 
pelize the whole law, and do the work of an 
Evangeliſt, without being charged with binding 
grievous burdens on men's ſhoulders, inſtead of teach- 
ing them 10 caſt their burdens on the Lord. 


Ihe reply of ſome cavillers at God, and ene- 
mies to truth is; if Chriſt hath magnified the law, 
and by his obedience imputed, God juſtifies fin- 

| B ners; 
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ners; and if Chriſt, by his death, ſatisfied juſtice, 
vanquiſhed death, appeaſed the wrath of God, 
and reconciled the ele& world to him; what be- 
comes of the doctrine of forgiveneſs of fins, the 
gift of life, —the gift of heaven, —and all the 
doctrines of free grace? If a ſurety pays a deb- 
tor's full debt to a creditor, the debtor comes our 
of priſon by law, and can in no ſenſe whatever 
be ſaid to be forgiven. This is a corner that the 
children of this world (who are wiſer in their gene- 
ration than the children of light) have drove me 
into ere now; to which I anſwer, if a debtor gets 
a ſurety himſelf to pay the whole debt he has 
contracted, he is not beholden to his creditor, 
unleſs it was for truſting of him; but this is nor 
the caſe between God and us. When God the 
great creditor looked down from heaven on Adam's 
inſolvent family—he found no ſurety among us; 

there was none righteous, no nat one; there was no 

eye to pity, or band to belp; there was none to ftand 
in the gap, that when God demanded could anſwer 

a word; as it is written, when any of the bank- 

rupt company came, and took Bold of bis brother of 
the houſe of his father [ Adam] ſaying, Tbou haf 

clothing, be thou our ruler, and let this ruin be under 

thy band—he being conſcious of his own inability, 
. refuſed the undertaking with an oath; as every 

ſenſible finner will do, and ſware, ſaying, I will 
not be an healer ;, for in my houſe is neither bread nor 
clorhing 3 make me not a r of the people, Iſa. iii. 
., 7. 
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6, 7. This being the outery of every conſcious 
child of Adam, God was pleaſed to ſend us a 
ruler of his own providing, whoſe goings forth have 
| been from of old, yea, from everlaſting, Mic. v. 2. 

Now, as the creditor provided the ſurety, which 
no law ever obliged a creditor to do, I ſtill inſiſt 
upon it, that law and juſtice are fully ſatisfied, 
and yet the doctrines of the forgiveneſs of fins, and 
of ſalvation by grace are fully eſtabliſhed. Thus 
God got full ſatisfaction, and yet is a donor, and 
we are delivered conſiſtent with law and juſtice, 
and yet ſhall remain to all eternity debtors to free 
grace. This is a great myſtery; but I ſpeak con- 
cerning God the creditor, and his deat Son the 
ſurety; both being equally wronged and in- 
jured by the whole race of debtors. 


It is true, Moſes at times, and Phineas too, have 
* Bood in the gap; but the firſt repreſenting Chriſt 
as the mediator, and the ſecond repreſenting him 
as a prieſt, they could cloſe up no breach, but 
as a divine appointment ſubſtitured them in 
proxy for Chriſt. And when all theſe types failed, 
the creditor ſoon made an awful ſeizure, crying 
out, There is none to ſtand before me to make up the 
breach; and it grew ſo wide at laſt that Noah, 
Daniel and Job could not have interceded with 
"Juſtice for one tranſgreſſor of the law, nor could be 
bave delivered either ſon or daughter; but only bis 
own ſoul by bis righteouſneſs, —which mult be per- 
fect as * law itſelf is perfect. 
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I come now to ſhew what the law can do. The 
law can diſcover /in; the knowledge of fin is by 
the law; for I had not knowa ſin but by the law; 
the law can magnify fin, and make it look as it 
really is in the ſight of God, that fin by the law 
may become exceeding ſinful, Rom. vii. 13. It can 


give lin an advantage over the ſinner, but when 


the commandment came fin revived ; fin taking occaſion 
by the law, wrought in me all manner of concupiſcence, 
deceived me, and by it flew me. The law can furniſh 
ſin with ſtrength, ſufficient to deliver the finner 
up as a condemned criminal, holden in the cords of 
his fin—to avenging juſtice, and fix ſin on his 
conſcience, as a never-dying worm; the ftrength of 
fin is the law, 1 Cor. xv. 56. 


Ihe law cannot ſubdue fin, nor give the ſinner 
any dominyon over, it; by the firſt tranſgreſſion 
guilt is contracted z—and the fing of death is 
fixed by the law, which is the en, 4 death 
to every tranſgreſſor, 


Thus the law is weak through the fleſh; not weak 
in itſelf, not weak in its accuſing, - terrifying, 
binding, and condemning nature. Nor would it 
be weak in juſtifying, if a man could obey its 
commands ; but fallen man can give it no obe- 
dience'; and conſequently the law can give man 
no quarters. What the law could not do, in that it 
was weak through the fleſh [God hath done] by ſend- 
ing, his. Son in the likeneſs of fi nful Alb, and for ſin, 
condemned ſin in the Kal Rom, viii. 3. 


Satan 
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Satan keeps his hold under the binding and 


| condemning power of the law; the man that diſ- 


obeys the. precept is bound in the chains of his 
tranſgreſſion by the law, Ifa. xlv. 14, and the 
devil holds dominion over him, as a condemned 
criminal, the prince of the power of the air | the 
devil] the ſpirit that now worketh in the children of 
diſobedience, Eph. ii. 2. 

The law can furniſh the unjuſtified Ganer with 
an accuſer, even in the preſence of God: he who 
was once the mediator of that covenant, is now 
the accuſer of all that ſeek righteouſneſs by the 
works of it ;—Do not think that I will accuſe you to 
the Father : there is one that accuſeth you, even Moſes, ' 
in whom ye truſt, John v. 43. The law can keep 
an infinite diſtance between God and the ſinner, 
"fin ſeparates between God and the ſoul, Ia, lix. 2 
and the law keeps the breach open, and will 
maintain an infinite diſtance; and, as a gulph 
fixed, keep an eternal ſeparation between God 
and them who die under the ſentence of it; hence 


the law is ſaid to be againſt us, and contrary to us, 


Col. ii. 14. It is in vain that we look for Moſes | 
to ſtand in the gap—he ſtands there as a mediator no 
more; Moſes my ſervant is dead as a mediator ; 
but ſtill fands in the gap that ſin has made, as an 
accuſer of the ſelf-righteous. N 

he law is the huſband of every ſoul that is 
alive to it, and expects life from it, and the law 


- binds ſuch a ſoul to itſelf, as a wife is bound to 


an huſband; and ſuch a myſtical wife has a juſt 
B 3 right 
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right by law to all the dreadful inheritance that 
ſuch a huſband poſſeſſes, which is the whole ma- 
gazine of eternal wrath, And if ſuch a ſinner in 
time of trouble offers to catch at Chriſt, it is 


deemed an act of adultery, becauſe the firſt huſ- 


band is alive ; but when the ſinner ſees the law to 

be a killing letter, and betakes himſelf to Chriſt, 
he is become dead to the law by the body of 
Chriſt, and the ſoul is no adultereſs, though it be 
married to Jeſus, Rom. vii. 2, 3, 4. 

The greateſt advocates for the letter of the law, 
are the greateit enemies to the ſpirit of the goſ- 
pel. The Saviour's perſecutors and murderers, 
called themſelves Meoſes's diſciples, John ix. 28, and 
they were farther from the kingdom of Ged than pub- 
licans or harlots. And the worſt perſecutors of the 
apoſtles were thoſe who were zealous of the lato of 


Moſes, Acts xxi. 20. As the Lord has often led 


me of late to make diſtinctions between the law 
and the goſpel, as they are two diſtin covenants, 
fome have thought proper to diſcharge a few ar- 


rows from their pulpits at me for it; ſuch ought | 


to take heed and do nothing raſhly, leſt they 
bring poor ſouls juſt entering the land of pro- 
miſe, back again to Egypt, "the way that God 
has ſaid they ſhall go no more. God has given 
me to feel the force and power of both covenants, 
and I hope he will ever keep me from blending 
them together. I have narrowly obſerved ſeveral 
profeſſors, who ſhewed great regard, and a deal 
ol zeal for the law, who afterwards ſunk into the 

| very 


A) 


"ry 


by the Faith of Cnxlsr. 23 


very bowels of Arminianiſm, and from thence 


into open profanity. I have been perſonally ac- 


quainted with ſeveral of this miſerable ſtamp, and 
I am much miſtaken if their deſperate contempr 
of grace do not fix on them the hardened mark 
of reprobates. If the power of God is not ſuf- 
ficient to keep a man through faith in Chriſt, no 
le tie will ever do. 


2dly, What the law cannot do. 
It cannot pardon a ſinner ; the language of the 


law is, I will never hold him guiltleſs that zaketb 


God's name in vain: nor can it ever clear the guilty 
by any means whatſoever: all the ſacrifices that 
were offered under it, never made any per/on clean 
touching his conſcience, Heb. ix. 9. 

The law cannot make any allowance either for 
giddy youth, or doating age; either for habitual 
infirmities, or violent temptations. © He that 


offends in one point is guilty of all, -and heaven 


and earth ſhall paſs away before one jot or tittle 
of the law ſhall fail,” 
The law cannot quicken. or give any life—it 


is the miniſtration of death and condemnation, 


2 Cor. iii. 7, 8, g—and every ſoul that is under 
it, is twice dead—he is under the ſentence de- 
nounced againſt Adam, he was born dead and un- 
der the curſe of the law denounced againſt every 


tranſgreſſor. And ſuch an one is expoſed to its 


eternal ſentence, unleſs free grace ſhould reach 
him. Had there been 4 law given that could have 
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given life, verily righteouſneſs would have been by that 
law, Gal. iii. 21. I know the law ſaith, He that 
doth theſe things ſhall live in them. But I much 
queſtion, whether © Eternal life in glory,” be 


meant in this conditional promiſe, as a bleſſing 


to be earned by works. Adam had no. promiſe 
but an earthly paradiſe, and the enjoyment of that 
dominion which God had given him while he con- 
tinued obedient; he had no promiſe of eternal 
life and glory in heaven for his obedience. It is 
true, Jeſus Chriſt lived in his merit; and no won- 


der when he was the Lord of Life and Glory, the 


quickening ſpirit, the reſurreZion, and eternal life 
itſelf. 


But let that be as it may, his human nature 
was not left without a promiſe of life; whether 
this promiſe was the conditional promiſe of the 
law or an abſolute promiſe of the better covenant, 
I ſhall not ſtand to enquire ; 3 bur I think it was 
the latter. The promiſe is this: For be ſhall give 
bis angels charge over thee 10 keep thee * alFthy 
ways. They ſhall bear thee up in their bands, left 
thou daſh thy foot againſt a ne. Thou ſhalt tread 
upon the lion and the adder : the young lion and the 
dragon ſhalt thou trample under feet. Becauſe he hath 


ſet his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: 1 
will ſet bim on high, becauſe he hath known my name. 


He ſhall call upon me, and 1 will anſwer bim: I will 
be with him in trouble; I will deliver bim and honour 


bim. With long life will I ſatisfy him, and foe him 
my 3 Pſalm xci. 11—16, 


As 
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As I can find no ſuch promiſes as the above in 
the law; I take it for granted that they are the 
unconditional promiſes which belong to the bet- 
ter covenant, and applicable enough to Chriſt, 
to whom the promiſes were made, and in whom 
they are all, yea and amen; and in him (as our 
bleſſed head) they are ſure to all the ſeed, Rom. 
iv. 16. The Saviour, ſpeaking as the ſon of man, 
intimates as much, to the honour and glory of 
the Father. As the living Father hath ſent me, and 

þ I live by the Father ;, ſo he that eateth me, even be 
ſhall live by me, John vi. 57. I do not perceive 
any thing in the above affertions diſhonourable to 
| the Saviour, or to his merit; but contrariwiſe. 
If we conſider that Chriſt's human nature was 
ſpotleſs, © ſanctified and ſent into the world;” in 
which dwelleth the ſecond perſon in the ever- 
bleſſed Trinity, who 7s God over all, in union with 
God the Father, and in eſſence one with him, 4 
John x. 30. furniſhed with all the ſeven- fold 2 
grace gifts, and bleſſings of the Holy Ghoſt, 2 
Iſa. 2. all grace poured into his lips, Palm 
xlv. 2. all judgment and power committed to him, 4 
all the riches of wiſdom and knowledge treaſured up 4 
in him, Col. ii. 3. a promiſe of life and glory 4 
ſet before him, Pſalm xci. 11. and God the Fa- 
ther helping, Pſalm xxii. 11. and juſtifying him; 
his righteouſneſs muſt be an everlaſting righ- 
| | teouſneſs indeed, ſufficient to juſtify all the world, 
if God were pleaſed to impute it to them: and 
8 ſurely thoſe can never eſcape the damnation of 
k | : "2". 08; 
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hell, that call it imputed nonſenſe, if they die 
under the perilous guilt of fuch daring contempt 


of the Son of God. | 
The law cannot juſtify any man that is of the 


works of it, let him try his utmoſt; he is a deb- - 


tor to do the whole commands of the law who 
works for life; and nothing leſs than a perfect, 
ſpiritual, and perpetual obedience will do to 
juſtify him who cleaves to it.“ Now to him 
that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, 
but of debt; but to him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteouſneſs,” Rom. iv. 4, 5. 
Can the law bring a ſinner to Chriſt for life 
and ſalvation? No; it can deliver a ſinner up to 
Chriſt as the judge of quick and dead; © Agree, 
fays the Lord, with thine adverſary quickly, left 
he haul thee to the judge.” 

You will reply and ſay, Yes; the law can bring 
us to Chriſt for ſalvation; as it is written, where- 
fore the law was our ſchoolmaſter to bring us unto 


Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by faith, Gal. iii. 


24. The words [to bring us] are in italicks, as 
a ſupplement; and I think they were neither ex. 
preſſed nor uſed in the original copy; and it is 
plain that thoſe who put theſe words in have 

made that text contradict the Saviour, who hath 


twice declared, that no man can come to him, ex- 


cept the Father which hath ſent him draw him, John 
vi. 44. 65. No man can come unto me, except it 


were given bim of my father, This drawing and 
this 
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this giving belongs to another covenant, Thus 


the comer to Chriſt is drawn of the Father drawn 


by the cord of everlaſting love, Jer. xxxi. 3, as 
with the bands of a man, Hoſea xi. 4. But 
there is nothing drawing in the law of com- 
mandments, God knows; it hardly tells us to 
run for htp, much leſs brings us to Chriſt, It 
is the voice of grace that tells us to flee from the 
wrath to come. | 

When the law was delivered on mount Sinai, 
there was bounds ſet round the mount, to keep 
the people from approaching the law-giver; and 
to this day, they that ſtick the cloſeſt to the law 
are the fartheſt from God, If any law can bring 
a ſinner to Chriſt, it is the ceremonial law, for 
that repreſents Chriſt Jeſus in almoſt every partz 
and as Milton obſerves, Iſrael was trained up 
under it, “ unto a better covenant, diſciplined 
from ſhadowy types to truth, agreeable to John 


i. 17. from fleſh to ſpirit, from impoſitions of 


ſtrict laws to large acceptance of free grace, 
from ſervile fear to filial;” and fo they were 
taught, ſays the learned author, to know that 
law was given on purpoſe to © eyince their natu- 
ral depravity, by ſtirring up fin againſt law to 
fight, that when they ſaw that the law could 
diſcover ſin, but not remove, ſave by thoſe 
ſhadowy expiations weak, the blood of bulls and 
goats, they might conclude ſome blood more 
precious muſt be paid for man, juſt for unjuſt, 1 
that in ſuch righteouſneſs. to them by faith im- 

3 | puted, 
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puted, they might find juſtification towards'God 
and peace of conſcience, which the law cannot 
give, nor man the moral part perform, and not 
performing cannot live, ſo law appears imper- 
fect.” The learned author intimates, that they 
were ſhadowy types that led to truth, grace and 
truth came by Jeſus Chriſt; and I thinkfthat ſacri- 
fices, which he calls “ ſhadowy expiations weak,” 
were the moſt likely to bring Iſrael to © conclude 
that ſome blood more precious muſt be paid for 
man, &c.“ 
However, if it can be proved that the moral 
law is ſufficient to bring a ſinner to Chriſt, I have 1 
no objection to it. But this I know, it was a 
powerful voice from heaven (and the words of 
that voice are not to be found in the law of 
commandments), that brought me to Chriſt.— 
And I believe I felt as much of the law's con- 45 
demning power as any mortal living, excepting ; 
none; and inſtead of bringing me to Chriſt, it 
brought me to wiſh that there was no Ged, no 
judgment to come, no future reckoning, no 
eternal exiſtence for my ſoul hereafter; and wy 
finally, to wiſh I had been a beaſt. 
I know ſome now who are in black deſpair 
under the law, and can deſcribe the law in all 
its dreadful demands and fiery indignation, with 
SD as much ſenſation as any goſpel miniſter in Eng- 

; land, and yet it has not brought them to Chriſt, 
nor 'do I believe that it ever will; the ſpirit of 


faith muſt work a confidence in the mind before 
| | the 
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the ſinner comes to God by Chriſt, It is faith 
that is the moving foot; he that comes to God, 
muſt believe that he is, and that be is a rewarder of all 
them that diligently ſeek him, Heb. xi. 6, And this 
faith is always accompanied with the Lord's re- 
vealed: arm, Who hath believed our report, and to 
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? Iſaiah liii. 1. 
No coming after the Saviour till this is the caſe; 
as many as were ordained to eternal life believed, Acts 


Xii. 48, And all will agree, that unbelief is a 


departing from God, Heb, iii. 12. and that faith 
is coming to him; and the law is not of faith, but 
the man that doth them ſhall live in them, Gal. iii. 
12. It is eaſy to prove that all the drawing, 
bringing, and coming to Chrilt, lies in uncondi- 
tional promiſes, which promiſes muſt belong to 


the better covenant, called the covenant ' of pro- 


miſe, Eph. ll. 12. 

Thus it appears that the 5 cannot give life, 
nor juſtify. the ſinner, nor lead him or bring him 
to Chriſt; but if any are contentious, and will 
have it that by the law's conditional promiſe of 
life, eternal life in glory is meant, it is plain that 
the law promiſed what it cannot perform; for if 
there bad been a law that could have given life, verily - 


* righteouſneſs ſhould have come by that law; but as it 


does not, I chuſe not to fruſtrate the grace of Cod; 
for if righteouſneſs come by the law, then Chriſt. is 
dead in vein, Gal. ii. 21. But if only temporal 
life be intended in the law's promiſe, agreeable 
to the firſt commandment with promile, which 


is, 


"&# 
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is, Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long in the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee, then, according to David's account, 
it is but a poor life at beſt that the law promiſes; 
the days of man are threeſcore years and ten, andi 
| by reaſon of ſirength be come to fourſcore years, then 
is bis ſtrengib but labour and ſorrow: And labour 
and ſorrow are of ſo little value to a ſoul that de- 
fires to be with Chriſt, that it is hardly worth his 
while to contend for it. 

It appears plain to me, that that man who has 
felt moſt of the law's ſeverity will handle it the 
moſt /atyfully; and he that is a ſtranger to the 
errors of the law, knows the leaſt of the ſweet- 
neſs of the goſpel; he that is muddy in the goſ- 
pel, is the ſame in the law, The brighteſt 
evangeliſt is the beſt law preacher, as appears by 
the doctrine of our dear Redeemer, who preach- 
ed the goſpel with ſuch clearneſs as none can, 
and the law in ſuch a light as none ever did. 
Therefore he that legally ſticks to the law, is 
ſure to obſcure the goſpel; and the greateſt ad- 
vocates in pretenſion for the law, are the greateſt 
enemies to the liberty of the goſpel, and the 
vileſt blaſphemers of God; witneſs our Britiſh 
Pope, I mean the Arminian Leader, who in ſhow 
and pretence is the greateſt advocate for the law 
in all the iſland of Great Britain. And J think 
1 can defy all the annals of earth and hell to 


produce foch dreadful blaſphemy as he has 
| taught 
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taught and publiſhed. Produce one monſter of 
a profeſſor, not excluding Cain, that has called 
the everlaſting righteouſneſs of the Son of God © im- 
puted nonſenſe,” and the decree of God « a 
horrible decree,” and the doctrines of election 
and predeſtination * the Devil's law,” I defy 
you all to produce me ſuch blaſphemy from any 
creature, either men or devils, till our preſent 


legal advocate appeared. We all know that God's 


decree of predeſtination was ſettled from all eter- 
nity, before there was any devil at all; therefore 


it could not be any law of his. Had he laid by 


his doctrine of fleſbly perfection, and called the cor- 
ruptions of the Chriſtian's heart, (that wars againſt 
the law of bis mind) © the devil's law,” he would 
have been in the right; for the devil's law it cer- 
tainly is, or elſe it would never war againſt the 
law of God, which is written in the Chriſtian's 


mind; and it is plain that the devil put it there 


at firſt, Gen. iii. 4. and labours to maintain its 
authority now, even in the beſt of ſaints, and in 


the rays of the brighteſt light that ever ſhone on 


a child of God, Rom. vii. 22, 23. | 

It appears plain, that the law cannot give ſpi- 
ritual, temporal, nor eternal life ; nor can the law 
keep any ſort of life ſure to the Chriſtian; © for 
the life that now is, and that which is to come,“ 
lays in a promiſe ; nor is a Chriſtian to live under 
the law, as a covenant of works, nor ſhall ſin have 
dominion over them that refuſe thus to live; for 

CONST ſuch 


4 * a 4 ** 
4 


3 . We Lats eftabliſhid 


ſuch are & not under the law, but under gtace;“ 
nor are they to ſerve God in that legal yoke, which 
none can bear, but to take Chriſt's yoke upon them, 
and ec ſerve God in the newneſs of the ſpirit, * 
not in the oldneſs of the letter.“ 


Nor is the real ſaint commanded to keep the 


law of Moſes perpetually before his eyes; he is 
to ſet God always before bis face, that be may be at 
bis hand in every time of danger, ſo that be may 
not be greatly moved, Thus Paul ſets us a race to 
run, and tells us to © run it, looking to Jeſus 
the author and finiſher of our faith.” And- as 
God has promiſed © to keep that man in perfect 
peace whoſe mind is ſtayed on him, and has 
commanded every believer to walk in Chriſt Je- 
ſus the Lord as he has received him,” I believe 
thoſe Chriſtians who take him as he has revealed 
himſelf to them, „the way, the truth, and the 
life,“ will be found the beſt obſervers of the law in 
the end; unleſs we ſuppoſe that union with Chriſt, 


and a ſenſe of pardoning love, deſtroys good 


works. However, as the Lord is the root and 
ſtock of every real Chriſtian, union and com- 
munion with him is the only way * for the tree 
to be made good; and Truth has ſaid, that 
« if the tree be goed, the fruit will be good 
ao. I7 


I now paſs on to hen what we may underſtand 


by faith, 


By faith we may underſtand four things. 
Firſtly, 


N. 
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Firſtly, The object of faith. | 
Secondly, The doctrines of faith. 
Thirdly, The grace of faith. And, 
Fourthly, The life of faith. 


Firſt, The object of faith. 

The unity of the divine eſſence is the grand 
object of faith, there is one God. — Hear, O 
Iſrael! the Lord thy God is one Lord.“ A plu- 
rality of perſons in the Godhead, is an object of 
faith alſo.” —* There are three that bear record 
in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one.” 1 John 
V. 7. The neareſt perſon to our faith is the Sa- 
viour — for it is * by him that we believe in 
God.” 1 Peter i. 21. And again—“ Ye believe 
in God, believe alſo in me,” as the way to him. 
As we are baptized in the name of the Holy 
Ghoſt, as well as in the name of the Father and 
the Son, Mark xvi. 16.—ſo are we bleſſed in the 
name of the Holy Ghoſt, as well as in the name 
of the Father and the Son; © The grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of God, and the 
fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt be with you all.“ 


The diſtinct perſonality and eſſential divinity of 
the Holy Ghoſt is clearly aſſerted in the book of 
God, and therefore the plurality of perfons in 


the Godhead muſt be credited and acknowledged 
by every real believer, as the object of faith; 
there is no © coming to the FULL ASSURANCE of 
underſtanding until we acknowledge the myſ- 
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tery of God, and of the Father and of Chriſt,” 
Col. ii. 2. 
2dly, By faith we may underſtand the doctrines 
of faith, which the apoſtle calls faith—ozly they 
had beard that he who perſecuted us in times paſt now 
preached the faith which once he deſtroyed, Gal. i. 
23.——which I take to be meant of the doctrines 
which he preached; the doctrines of faith are too 
numerous for all to be inſerted here. The main 
and moſt eſſential points are the dofrine of the 
Trinity before mentioned; the doctrine of election 
and predeſtination to life, which are always re- 
vealed to real faith; hence faith is called, by way 
of dictinction, the faith of God's ele, Tit. i. 1. 
becauſe it is never found but in the ele& of God; 
—and becauſe real faith lays hold on the doc- 
trines of election, which falſe faith calls a horrible 
decree. | 
The doctrine of particular redemption is a doc- 
trine of faith. Faith overcomes the frowns, the 
ſmiles, the rage, the vanities, the falſe religion of 
the world, and the god of this world; “ this is 
the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith,” —and faith does this By THE BLoop of the 
Lamb. The doctrine of free juſtification by an 
imputed righteouſneſs is a doctrine of faith; 
hence imputed righteouſneſs is called by way of 
diſtinction, * the righteouſneſs of faith,” Rom, 
iv. 11, Rom. x. 6. | 
The doctrine of effectual grace changing and 
renewing the ſoul, is a doctrine of faith, for 
8 every 
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every real believer is thus renewed in his mea- 
ſure; the final perſeverance of the ſaints is a 
doctrine of faith, hence the chriſtian is ſaid to be 
kept by the power of God through faith to ſal- 
vation, 1 Pet. i. 3. The grace of faith may be 
implied in my text. 

As a moſt valuable bleſſing given of God, 
Eph. ii. 8. and a choice fruit of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Gal. v. 22. and is ſecured to every choſen ſheep 
of Chriſt and none elſe; © ye believe not be- 
cauſe ye are not of my ſheep, as I ſaid unto you, 
John x. 26; but thoſe who were ordained to 
eternal life were alſo ordained to © live by faith, 


for as many as were ordained to eternal life be- 


lieved.“ 

The liſe and feats of faith may be implied in 
my text as it is a grace that God highly honours, 
« all things are poſſible to him that believeth;“ 
and it is a grace that highly honours God by giv- 
ing all the glory to him; Abraham * was ſtrong 
in faith, giving glory to God.“ It is a grace that 


- attends every prevalent petition, and without it 


all prayer is vain; it is a grace that God is well 
pleaſed with; *“ without faith it is impoſſible to 
pleaſe God.” It is a grace that receives all ſup- 


plies from the Saviour's fulneſs, hence we are 


ſaid to © live by the faith of the Son of God” 
it is a grace that gives the Saviour a comfortable 
reſidence, a dwelling in the heart, becauſe it works 
by love to him, © that Chriſt may dwell in your 


hearts by faith;” faith is ſaid to be © the ſub- 
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ſtance of things hoped for and the evidence of 
things not ſeen,” Heb, xi. z. Our preſent and 
eternal portion is ſaid to lie in it; © hath not 
God choſen the poor of this world, rich in 
faith?“ In ſhort, it is a grace that “ purifies the 
heart,“ that © works by love, that „ over- 
comes. the world—it has ſubdued kingdoms, 
wrought righteouſneſs, ſtopped the mouths of 
lions, quenched the violence of fire, eſcaped the 
edge of the ſword, out of weakneſs were made 


flight all the armies of the aliens,” It is a grace 
that empties the creature, a grace that as a ſtrong 


Chriſt, as a mouth it feeds on Chriſt, and brings 
every ſupply from Chriſt. And the buſineſs of 
it is to honour God, and feed the ſoul ; righteou/- 
A «neſs and ſtrengib, light and life, peace and Joy the 
b - | bleſſings neceſſary for this life, and the glory of 
| the next are promiſed to goſpel faith. And it is 
a grace that will always ſhew itſelf by its fruits, 
without a perſon's “ ſounding his own trumpet 
before him as the hypocrites do.“ 
I go on to prove, that by preaching of faith, 
we eſtabliſh the law, .and how. | 
Firſt, By preaching the grand ſatisfaftion of 
Chriſt, we. prove that the law is obeyed, magnified, 
and made bonourable by one who is EQUAL to the 
law-giver, and conſequently equal to the law, 
[Chriſt] Sheng bt it no robbery to be equal with Gad, 
Jet took on him the form of a ſervant, and became 
obedient 


ſtrong, waxed valiant in fight, and turned to 


hand lays hold of Chriſt, as an eye it looks to 
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ebedient [from his birth unto his death] even the. 
death of the croſs, Phil. ii. ver. 6, 7, 8. By Chriſt's 
life the law was made honourable, and by his death, 
Juſtice got his utmoſt demands; and truth with. 
reſpect to all the promiſes and ſhadows which 
went before concerning Chriſt and ſalvation by 
him, was fully cleared ; and God's honour, which 
was much injured by every tranſgreſſor, was re- 
ſtored to its luſtre and glory, by the perfect obe- 
dience of his Son; and a glorious way was opened: 
for mercy to reign triumphant to the honour of 
Juſtice, 


Is the law glorious, holy, juſt, good, ſpiritual, true, 
and eternal? Let it be ſo. Chriſt is the expreſs 
image of the Fatber's perſon, and the brightneſs of his 
glory. Is the law holy ? Chriſt is the holy one. Is 
the law juſt? Chriſt is the juſt one, Is the law 
good? Chriſt is the good ſhepherd. Is the law /pt= 
ritual? Chriſt is the Lord from heaven, the quicken= 
ing ſpirit; yea, the reſurrefion and the life. Is the law 
true? Chriſt is the true God and eternal life. Is the 
law eternal? Chriſt is the Alpba and Omega, the 
firſt and the laſt. Does the law ſay thou ſhalt fear 
thy God ? here is a ſervant on whom the ſpirit of 
the fear of the Lord reſted. Does it ſay thou ſhalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart? Here 
is a perſon that is really God, and God is love; does 
the law ſay, thou halt be holy, for I the Lord thy 
God am holy ? here is one that is holy as God, holy 
as man, and holy as Godman, who was born a 
© oeh 
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holy thing, never conceived an unboly thought, ne- 
ver ſpoke an «nboly word, nor made an unbaly ſlip 
with his feet; which of you convinceth me of fin ; 
and if I ſpeak the truth, wby do ye not believe me? 
The devil himſelf juſtified him when he ſaid, 7 
know thee who thau art, the holy One of God ; Judas 
juſtified him alfo when he ſaid, I have ſinned againſt 
innocent Blood; Pilot juſtified him when he waſh- 
ed his hands and ſaid, I am innocent of the blood 
of this juſt perſon, ſee ye to it.” His wife juſti- 
fied him when ſhe ſaid, “have thou nothing to 
do with that juſt perſon, for I have ſuffered many 
things this night in adream becauſe of him ;” the 
company of murderers juſtified him when © they 
ſmote on their breaſts, and ſaid, Truly this 
was the Son of God.” The ſoldiers juſtified him, 
when they declared the“ angels from heaven had 
rolled away the ſtone and ſat upon it;” and the 
rulers juſtified him when they ſaid, * Take this 
money and ſay that his diſciples came by night 
and ſtole him away; and if this comes to the go- 
vernor's ears, we will perſuade him, and ſecure 


you ;” God the Father juſtified him by raiſing bim 


from the dead, and us with him; God the Holy 


Ghoſt juſtifies him by teſtifying of bis reſurrection, 


and of his righteouſneſs to every believer; and the 
Saviour juſtified himſelf by confounding every, falſe 


witneſs at his trial, and ſtriking his adverſaries to 
the ground when they came to take him; (to ful- 


fil the words of the Pſalmiſt) when they came to eat 


up my fleſh they ſtumbled and fell, 


When 


a>. 
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When the divine Lawgiver ſaw ſuch a wonder- 
ful perſon and ſuch a wonderful obedience, every 
perfection of Deity harmonized and proclaimed 
infinite ſatisfaction. Jus Ick ſays, © by the blood 
of thy covenant I will ſend forth the priſoners out 
of the pit wherein is no water,” and “ that I am 
faithful and juſt to forgive ſins and to cleanſe them 
from all unrighteouſneſs, 1 John i. 9. While 
the Law ſays, Get a perfect righteouſneſs, and I 
will never condemn thee; my buſineſs is, “ to 
condemn the wicked, to bring his wickedneſs up- 
on his own head, but to juſtify the righteous, to 
give him according to his righteouſneſs,” 2 Chron. 
vi. 23. Horiness ſays, I am the © Lord that 
ſanctify you,” Lev. xx. 8. VERITY ſays, © re- 
ceive the truth, and the truth ſhall make you 
free,” John viii. 32. Licar ſays, I will © ſhine 
on thoſe that ſit in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of 
death,” Luke i. 79. Wispow ſays, I lay up 
ſound wiſdom for the righteous.” Prov. ii. 7. and 
«© make them wiſe unto ſalvation,” 2 Tim. iii. 
15. Pact fays, I proclaim “ peace to him that 
is afar off, and to him that is near,” Iſa. Ivii. 19. 
LovinG-KINDNESs ſays, I will never leave him 
nor forſake him,” Pſalm Ixxxix. 33. FarTaruL- 
ness ſays, © I will never alter the word that is 


gone out of my lips; my covenant will I not 


break, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail.” Mzzxcy 
ſays, „I will be merciful to whom I will be 
merciful, and I will be built up for ever,” Pſal. 

| C 4 Ixxxix. . 


40 . The Law eſtabliſhed 


Ixxxix. 9. OMNIPRESENCE ſays, © and lo! I am 
with you always, even to the end of the world,” 
Matt. xxvili. 20.—and- OMNIPOTENCE ſays, my 
grace is ſufficient for thee, for my ſtrength is 
made perfect in thy weakneſs,” 2 Cor. ii. 9. 
LiIrE fays, „ becauſe I live you ſhall live alfo,” 
John xiv. 19. ETERNITY ſays, © Ifracl ſhall be 
ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting, ſalvation,” 
Ifa, xlv. 17. GLory ſays, „he raiſeth up the 
beggars from the dunghill, and maketh them to 
inherit the throne of glory,“ 1 Sam. ii. 8. And 
the TRIUNE JEHOWAH ſays, they ſhall be made 
perfect in one,” John xvil. 2, 3.—and be „ filled 
with all the fulneſs of God,” Eph. iii. 19, 


Thus we eſtabliſh the law in the hand of the 
Lawgiver, to the honour of, and agreeable to the 
Joint declaration of all the perfections of deity; 
while God juſtifies the ungodly. God having his 
law magnified by the Saviour's life, and juſtice 
fully ſatisfied by his- death, the Saviour's obe- 
dience becomes the honourable baſis of a throne 
of grace; * juſtice and judgment are the habita- 
tion of thy throne; mercy and truth ſhall go be- 
fore thy face,” Plal. Ixxxix. 14. Thus God ap- 
| pears juſt, both to the precept and to the penalty 
of the law, even when he juſtifies a ſinner, as it 1s 
written, „whom God hath ſet forth to be a pro- 
pitiation through faith in his blood, to declare at 
this time his righteouſneſs [or juſtice] that God 
might appear juſt and yet the juſtifier of him that 

believeth 


nothing againſt an imputed righteouſneſs, nor does 
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believeth in Jeſus,” Rom. iii. 23. Thus the law 
is eſtabliſhed in the hand of the Lawgiver, 


' 2dly, We eſtabliſh the law; as [diſarmed of its 
curſe, and condemning power] in the heart of 
THE MEgDIiaTORIAL KINO, CHRIST Jxsus, When 
he came to fulfil it he ſaid, “thy law is within 
my heart,” Pſalm xl. 8. As the law uſed to be 
ſhut up ip the ark, which was a true Hhye of Chriſt ; 
Chriſt having taken the ſentence which was againſt 
us, and © contrary to us, out of the way, nailing 
it to his croſs,” Col. ii. 14. Hence the Lord 
Jeſus keeps the magnified and diſarmed law in his 
own heart, and appears both a“ juſt God and a 
Saviour,” inaſmuch as he did not ſave any but at 
the expence of his blood; © ye are not your own, 
ye are bought with a price,” 1 Cor. vi. 20, Thus 
the Chriſtian is not without law to God, but © un- 
der the law to Chriſt,” 1 Cor. ix. 21. 


2dly; We eſtabliſh the law in the heart of every 
real child of God, as it is written, “ but this ſhall 
be the covenant that I will make with the houſe 
of Iſrael after thoſe days, ſaith the Lord; I will 
put my law in their inward parts and write it in 
their hearts, and will be their God and they ſhall 
be my people,” Jer. xxxi. 33.—and by preaching 
up an imputed righteouſneſs commenſurate to the 
law; and the /ove of God that fulfils the law; we 
eſtabliſh the law as fulfilled in the heart of a 
Chriſtian, The law ſays nothing againſt a ſurety, 


it 
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it ſay any thing againſt the love of God. Hence 
we conclude with the apoſtle, that the believer 
has got the righteouſneſs of Chriſt on him, and 
the love of God ſhed abroad in him; the firſt be- 
ing adequate to the law, and the latter the fulfil- 
ment of it; we may ſay in the language of the 
ſcripture, © that the righteouſneſs of the law is 
fulfilled in them, who walk not after the fleſh 
but after the ſpirit,” Rom. viii. 4. Thus the 
Jaw is eſtabliſhed in the heart of every child of 
God. 

4thly. We eſtabliſh the law in the hand of juſ- 
tice as a covenant of works demanding perfect 
and perpetual obedience on penalty of damnation 
of all the unconverted offspring of Adam. And 
that the law ſtands in all its divine ſanction 
againſt every ſoul that is out of Chriſt ; “ as many 
as are of the works of the law are under the curſe 
of it.” Gal. iii. 10. And the juſt Judge of all the 
earth ſtands bound by divine verity to paſs the ſen- 
tence of the law on all that die under it; “ depart 
from me ye curled into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels, Matt. xxv, 41. 
Thus the law is eſtabliſhed in the hands of juſ- 
tice, and is the immutable baſis. of a throne of 
judgment; take away the law, and down comes the 
throne of judgment; for where there is no law, there | 
is no tranſgreſſion, and conſequently no call for a 
Judge, nor a judgment ſeat. But God has prepared 
his throne for judgment, And we affirm, that 


though Chriſt has magnified the law, and made it 
honour - 
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honourable; yet he never aboliſhed it; he fulfilled 
it, but never repealed it, or made it void in any 
ſenſe whatever. 


5thly. As ſo many of the glorious attributes of 
God appear in the law, and that the law is divine 
and ſpiritual, ſo is it eternal alſo, and eſtabliſhed 
for ever. Therefore they who die under it as 4 
covenant of works ſhall find to their everlaſting 
confuſion, that the law ſhall never paſs away, that 
not a jot or little of it ſhall ever fail, be repealed, 
altered, mitigated, or aboliſhed ; but the wicked 
ſhall go away into eternal puniſhment. I am cre- 
dibly informed that the ſame word [eternal] 
which fixes the ſtate of the juſt, fixes alſo the 
doom of the damned; let the hypocrite ſay what 
he will about a gaol delivery for the damned, 
Chriſt declares to every unbeliever, Whither J 
go ye cannot come, John viii. 21, ye cannot paſs 
over the gulpb fixed to come from the regions of the 
dead; verily, verily, 1 ſay unto you, that ye ſhall 
by no means come out thence till ye have paid the very 
laſt mite. But lying in a priſon never pays debts 
— much leſs can the damnation of a ſinner, who 
will curſe his Maker to all eternity, be meritorious. 
As ſome blaſphemouſly aſſert, who have of late in- 
vented a ſecond purgatory, declaring, that after 
finners have lain in hell for a certain time, all 
ſhall be reſtored to the divine favour, devils and 
all; which is hard. to account for, becauſe there 


are ſome who never were in the divine fayour at 
all ; 
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| all; and that the damned ſhall ſuffer for a time, 
[ after the judgment day, is altogether as ſtrange, 
. when Chriſt has ſworn that time ſhall be no more; the 
Judgment of the wicked and time will both end to- 
gether; and according to Chriſt's oath, time ſhall 
be no more. All beyond time is vaſt eternity, and 
if eternity can find a period, then may ſuch a 
gaol-delivery be. Thus we eſtabliſh the ſentence 
of the law, the wrath of it, the execution of it, 
together with all its thundering contents, in every 
ſpirit angelic or human, even in hell. If 1 go down 
into hell, thou art there alſo. Do we make void the 
law through faith? God forbid; yea, we eſtabliſh the * 
law. 

6thly. We eſtabliſh the law before the eyes of 
every real believer, as a bound that God has fix- 
ed, prohibiting all iniquity, at the expence of 
the rod of his fatherly diſpleaſure. But if bis % 8 
children forſake my law and walk not in my ſtatutes, | 
then will 1 viſit their fins with the rod, and their 
iniquity with ſtripes ; nevertheleſs my loving-kindneſs 
T will not utterly take from him, ner ſuffer my faith 
fulneſs to fail, Pſalm Ixxxix. 30, 32, 33. N15 

We eltabliſh the law in the affections of a real 
believer, by telling him that the law is now a 
friend to him, he being in Chriſt Jeſus; the law 
is kind in allowing the poor debtor a ſurety; the 
creditor was kind in ſending one; the ſurety was 
kind in paying the debt. The law finds no fault 


with an imputed righteouſneſs; a man being 
found 


/ 
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found in this, the law cannot condemn him, 
Knowing that the law is not made for [to condemn} 


@ righteous man, but for [to condemn] the lawleſs 
and diſobedient, 1 Tim. i. 9. 


The law is no foe to a debtor who 1s cleared 
by a ſurety ; for inſtance—ſuppoſe I owe fifty 
pounds, and am impriſoned for it, a ſurety ſtands 
forth and pays the debt, and gets a receipt from 
the creditor : no juſt creditor will attempt to keep 
me in priſon after payment; ſo the Chriſtian, 
when he has got the witneſs of God in his heart, 
comes out by law. Thus ſuch a change in affairs 
makes a terrible law a friend to a priſoner, Again 
— ſuppoſe an innocent perſon and a murderer are 
both ſworn againſt as guilty of one and the ſame- 
crime, when upot fair trial the innocent perſon is 
cleared, and the murderer caſt; the ſame law 
which is an enemy to the murderer, is the friend 
to the innocent; ſo here the accuſing devil. tor- 


ments both the righteous and the wicked; but 


in the eyes of law and juſtice one is found com- 
plete in Chriſt Jeſus ;— Juſtice ſays, I ſee no fin in 
JacoB, nor perverſeneſs in Jjrael, Numb. xxiil. 21. 
But the unjuſtified perſon is found in old Adam, 
under Adam's law, the hater of God and of the 
godly ; Juſtice ſays to ſuch, No MuRDERER bath 
eternal life abiding in him, 1 John iii. 14. Here 
the law, which is the adverſary to the infidel, is a 


friend to the believer; and no wonder, when re. 


pre Tuftice ſays, I am faithful and juft to for- 


give 
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give you your fins, and to cleanſe you from all un. 
righteouſneſs, 1 John i. 9 


To be brief; it is a joll God, conſiſtent with 
law and juſtice, who juſtifies the ungodly by the 


imputation of the ſurety's righteouſneſs. Hence 


the juſtified ſoul ſees law and juſtice, as they are 
found in the Mediator, both friends to him ; and 
as he has got a righteouſneſs on him that is com- 
menſurate with the law's command, the language 
of his faith is, With my mind I ſerve the law of 
God. Such a ſoul knows that love is the fulfilling 
of the law; and as love is the very ſoul of the 
new creature, he can ſay in an holy triumph, 7 


delight in the law of God after the inner man, Rom. 


vii. 22. And he that walks in faith and love, 
walks in the commandments of be Lord blameleſs , 


nor has ſuch a ſoul any juſt cauſe to be aſhamed, 


having a reſpect to all the commandments. Thus we 
eſtabliſh the law as diſarmed of its curſe and con- 
demning power (by Chriſt) before the eyes, and 
in the affections of every real believer. Do we 
then make void the law through faith ? God forbid, 
Yea, we eſtabliſh the law. 


If the legaliſt that works for life can get zhe 
inheritance, then faith is made void, and the promiſe 
of God of none effect, Rom. iv. 14. But 7s the law 
againſt the promiſes of Gd? God forbid. Gal. iii. 21. 
And .if preaching of faith overthrows the law, 


then the law is made void. But do we then make void 


the law through faith? God forbid, ſays my text. 
Thus 
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Thus the law is eſtabliſned without any prejudice 
to the promiſe ;—and faith in the promiſe is 
eſtabliſhed without any prejudice to the law—I 
go on to ſhew who they are who make void the 
law. 

The deiſt acknowledges no Sauizur, no goſpel, 
no judgment to come, conſequently no judge, and 
conſequently no law. He makes void both law 
and goſpel, and calls it a ſyſtem of empty prieft- 
craft. 

The univerſal lover, who declares that God ne- 
ver made any man to damn him, but that all will 


be ſaved, whether elect or not, by the doctrine. 


of univerſal redemption ; he dethrones juſtice re- 


moves by his damnable hereſy the judgment-ſeat, 


and conſequently he leaves the law void of its 
juſt poſſeſſor, becauſe juſtice and judgment are the 
habitation of God's throne, Plalm Ixxxix. 14. And 
if juſtice and judgment be taken away, the juſt 
God and the judge muſt of neceſſity go alſo, 
Thus their doctrine makes void the law, and leaves 
it without its juſt inhabitant. 

The Blind guide, who tells us that Chriſt 
came to give a remedial law to mitigate the ſeve- 
rity of the decalogue, and to ſet us an example 
by his holy life, that we might imitate him in his 
walk, and be able to keep this mild law; the de- 
calogue being too ſevere, the Saviour came to 
ſoften the matter. Thus he makes void the law, 
by ſetting up one of his own contriving, 


And 
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And thoſe that tell us that good works are meri- 
torious in the fight of God, and that God is mer- 
ciful and knows our failings, and will not be fo 
extremely ſevere as his law repreſents him, but in 


his mercy will accept the will for the deed, and 


that we are to entertain the beſt opinion of his 
mercy (while truth and juſtice are kept out of 
fight), ſuch explain away the ſentence of the law, 
and all the wrath of God revealed againſt ſin, and 
ſo leave it empty, void, and waſte, by taking away 
or obſcuring all the dreadful contents of it. 

Again: The Arian who takes away (by his 
damnable hereſy) the Gop-HEAD of Chriſt, takes 
away allo the divinity, the ſpirituality, the im- 
mutability, and the eternity of the law, by de- 
claring that the ſurety is no more than a mere 
man. The ſurety mult be equal to the law—and 
if a mere man was ſufficient to fulfil it and re- 
deem us from under ir, then there could be no 
divine ſanction belor:zing to it. 

Thus he makes void the glory of the law, by 
telling poor proud mortals that the active and 
paſſive obedience of a creature is ſufficient to 
ranſom from death and to juſtify thouſands of 
ſouls before God. He eclipſes the glory of all 
the intrinſic perfections of God that appear in the 
law, and repreſents it void of all the glory of 
God that appeared on the face of Moſes. Thus 
he ſtrips the law of all its divine glory, by ſtripping 
the Saviour of his Gopntap; and conſequently, 


he ſtrips the Saviour's MERITS of their 1NFINIT® 
AND 
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* x 
AND ETERNAL WORTH AND DIGNITY, This he 
does when he tells us, © that God might have 
made a Saviour of him if he had choſe.” 


Thoſe who labour to ſtuff the awakened ſinner 
(who is galled with the yoke of the law) with 
forms and modes of human compoſition in order 
to heal the dreadful wound, telling him that 
keeping the ſabbath, keeping to the church, and 
coming to the Lord's table, is the only way, in- 
ſtead of leading him to the liberty of the ſpirit in 
Chriſt Je; theſe make void the thundering 
power of the law; and by leading them to works 
of the fleſh they lead them to the law of works 
for ſalvation, 


And thoſe who tell us that putting on a gown - 
and reading the form of prayer is the only way to 
entangle ſinners, * by fighting them with their 
1 own weapons,” do in effect make void the law, 
a as if that when lawfully handled under God, is 
not ſufficient to convince the ſinner, bring him in 
guilty, and ſtop the mouth of boaſting, without 
the crafty inventions of men. Such wiſe gentle- 
men had better lay their weapons by, “ and take 
them that are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of ſtrong holds, caſting 
down every imagination that exalteth itſelf againſt 
the knowledge of God, and to bring in every 
thought into captivity to the obedience of Chriſt,” 
2 Cor. x. 4. The man that entangles a people 
in the yoke of prieſtcraft, and ſets human inven— 
D tions 
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- - 1 py 
tions and human learning perpetually before their 


eyes, eſtabliſhes the faith of his followers in the 


« wiſdom of men, inſtead of the power of God,” 
1 Cor. ii.-5.—and as far as he goes in this work, 


ſo far * he makes the commandments of God of 


none effect by his traditions,” 


And preaching neither /aw nor goſpel purely, 
but a jumble of both; beginning a diſcourſe with 
old wives fables and country tales, coming almoſt 
to the purity of the goſpel in the middle of the 
diſcourſe, and ending with hell and damnation 
is very little better; for it looks as if there was 
no evangelical fruits of obedience to be produced 


by the grace of God ; but that all muſt be forced 


as aſparagus or cucumbers are, with a violent and 
diſagreeable heat. If we do not rightly divide 
the word of truth we make a falſe jumble both of 
law and goſpel; and as far as we confound or blend 
the two covenants together, ſo far we obſcure the 
flames of juſtice and the rays of mercy, and«in a 
ſenſe make both ineffeEtual. I have heard many 
ſuch confuſed jumbles of law and goſpel, linen 
and woollen together, Deut. xxii. 11. Oxen and 
aſſes in one yoke, Deut. xxii. 10. and divers ſeeds 
ſcattered in one ſoil, Lev. xix. 19, all which God 
ſtrictly forbids: ſuch jumble ſerves to convince 
the godly that fuch preachers hearts are wholly 
void of the power of cither law or goſpel. 


And they do very little better than make void 
the lawful uſe of the law, who are continually 


uſing 
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uſing of it as the only way to reclaim, reform, 
and moralize poor ſinners, without aiming at their 
converſion to God]; there can be no fruits brought 
forth to the glory of God without tranſplanting and 
ingrafting. The ſinner muſt be tranflated from 
darkneſs to light, 1 Pet. 11. g. and be ingrafted into 
Chriſt by faith and united to him in the bond of 
divine love, before he can bring forth fruit unto 


God. © As the branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf 


except it abide in the vine, no more can ye ex- 
cept ye abide in me; he that abideth in me, and 
I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit, 
for without me ye can do nothing,” John xv. 2, 


4, 5. Preaching the law perpetually, or even goſ- 


pel doctrines in a law ſpirit, may put Satan in fear 
of loſing his habitation, and in his infernal policy, 
the unclean ſpirit may go out of the man ; but if 
he returns as an angel of light to illuminate, 


2 Cor. Xl, 143 as a ſpirit of fſelf-righteouſneſs, . 


Luke xvili. 14; a ſpirit of pride in a reforma- 
tion, Prov. xxx. 12; a fpirit of inſenſibility, Rev. 
lit, 18, a ſpirit of vain confidence, Job xviii. 14; 
a ſpirit of blind zeal, Gal. iv. 17, and as a ſpirit 
of carnal ſecurity attended with falſe joy, Matt. 
xiii. 6, Theſe ſeven devils entering into the heart 
of the reformed make the laſt flate of that man 
worſe than the firſt, Matt. xii. 45. And when ſuch 
preachers or profeſſors thus reformed, turn Arians, 
Antinomians, or what is (till worſe, Arminians ; then 
all are aſtoniſhed at their departure from their 
profeſſion and confeſſion; when, alas, the inſtru- 
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mental cauſe of the pupil's apoſtacy was the tu- 
tor's mungre] miniſtry! Let ſome in our days 
look to this, who have often /uffered loſs in the fiery 
trial, and the fault lies in the mixed materials, 
& of wood, hay, and ſtubble, blended with the 
gold, ſilver, and precious ſtones of the goſpel,“ 
1 Cor. iii. 12, 13. 

— And thoſe who catch. a few goſpel truths in 
Sui head (while deſtitute Of, and ſneerers at an | 
heart-felt experience of the force and power of 1 
truth on the ſoul) make void both law and goſpel 
in their life and conduct, while they herd with the 
wicked, boaſt of vain confidence, and prate in = 
ſinful company about the word of God. Such 
proclaim to the world that they are under no - 
yoke; they are neither awed by the law nor con- 
tained by the goſpel ; they are vain in their ima- 
ginations, (and though their head be enlightened) iſ” 
yet their fooliſh heart is darkened, Rom. i. 21; but 
this will be the caſe where the foul was never 
united to, nor any pleaſure taken in the happy en- 
Joyment of Chriſt Jeſus, 


« I come now to make a modeſt inquiry, whe- 
ther the decalogue of itſelf, excluſive of the pro- 
miſes and other parts of ſcripture, be a ſufficient 
and a ſcriptural rule for the real chriſtian's life, 
walk, and converſation.“ 


The word RuLE in ſcripture chiefly means two 
things; Firſt, dominion, government, or autho- 
rity, either given of God or uſurped; By me 

Princes 
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princes RULE, and nobles, even all the judges of the 
earth, Prov. viii. 16; and again, As for my people, 
women rule over them, Iſai. iii. 12. But the law as 
a covenant of works is not to reign and rule over 
a believer : No; Sin ſhall not have dominion over you; 
for ye are not UNDER the law, but UNDER grace, 
Rom. vi. 14. we are under the law in no other 
ſenſe than to Chriſt, I Cor. ix. 21. Chriſt is the 
believer's Jupreme Ru and RULER Ox of of thee 
ſhall be come forth ito me, that is to be the RULER in 
Iſrael, whoſe goings forth have been from of old, yea 


from everlaſting, Mich. v. 2. 


2dly. The word RULE in ſcripture ſometimes 
means an inſtrument by which lines are drawn ; the 
carpenter ſtretcheth out his rule, he marketh it out 
with a line, be fitteth it with planes, and he market 
it out with the compaſs, Ilai. xliv. 13. 8 

Now as a rule is an inſtrument to world 
law, if it be a ſufficient rule of life, muſt be an 
inſtrument of government, given by the Supreme 
Ruler for a Chriſtian to work by, to live by, to 
walk by, and to converſe by. 

I once had a little diſpute with a good miniſter 
of Jeſus Chriſt, who, I believe, diſputed with me 
out of love; and he did inſiſt upon it, that the 
decalogue or ten commandments was the believer's 
only rule of life; and this he tried to prove by 
quoting ſome paſſages out of Paul's Epiſtle to the 
Romans ; and if I am not miſtaken the words are 


in the 13th chapter, th and 1oth verſes ;—he 
93 5 ſaid, 
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ſaid, © The Romans to whom Paul wrote were 
believers in Jeſus Chriſt, and that Paul ſent thoſe 
commandments to them as a rule of life.“ We 
did not altogether agree in theſe things; but we 
parted very good friends and I hope ſhall always 
continue ſo, By the law, he told me, he meant 
the ten commandments mentioned in the 2oth 
chapter of Exodus: this he averred was the be- 
liever's only rule; though, by the way, the poſitive 
command to love God with all the heart, is not 
found in that chapter, but in Deut. vi. 5. 


A rule of divine life, the decalogue can never 


be; for /ife comes not by working or walking; 
life is the gift of God, a bleſſing of the covenant 
of grace, which was given us in Chriſt Jeſus be- 
fore the world began, and fo before there was any 
law at all ;—nor is ſpiritual life kept up, either by 


working or walking, but by believing ; nor 1s it 


treaſured up in the law; for Chriſt is our life, and 
we „ live by the faith of the Son of God; he that 
believeth hath everlaſting life ; he that liveth and 
believeth ſhall never die.” The decalogue is nei- 
ther the fountain nor the rule of divine life to a 
Chriſtian ; for the law quickens none; divine life 
came from another fountain and is kept up by 
another RULE, for we do not hve by the law. 

As it is not a rule of divine life, let us try it as 


a rule of direction for a believer to lay all that he 
does and all that befals him in this life to. We 


vill in the firſt place bring ſome of the actions of 


former 
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former ſaints, and ſome of our own alſo, and lay 
them to the decalogne as the only rule, and fee how 


they will fit. 

We read that when Abraham heard that his 
brother Lot was taken captive, he armed his train- 
ed ſervants, born in his houſe, three hundred and 
eighteen, and purſued them unto Dan. And he 
divided himſelf againſt them, he and his ſervants 
by night, and ſmote them; and Melchiſedec the 
prieſt of the Moſt High God went out, and met 
him, and in the name of God he bleſſed him as 
ſoon as he returned from the ſlaughter of the 
kings, Gen. xiv. 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, Heb. 
vii. 1. Theſe kings had not declared war with 
Abraham nor had they invaded his property that 
he ſhould kill them, nor had they killed his bro- 
ther that he ſhould avenge the blood of him; 
for Abraham brought Lot back alive. Lay theſe 
things to the decalogue as the only rule and ſee 
how they fit. Thou ſhalt not kill, Exod. xx. 13. 
They do not join at all by that rule, 

But you may object, and ſay that that com- 
mandment was not extant in the days of Abra- 
ham; to which I anſwer, it was, and Cain had 
felt the heavy curſe due to a murder above two 
thouſand years before Abraham was born; and 
the commandment was given in plain words to 
Noah, © Whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man 
ſhall his blood be ſhed; for in the image of God 
made he man,” Gen. ix. 6. Abraham attempted 
and intended to have offered vp his own ſon, and 
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drew the knife to do it, and in heart did do it; 
and God received him as a burnt-offering in a 
- figure, accepting his ſervant's obedient will for 
the real deed; lay this to the ſame rule and it will 
He crooked alſo, Thou ſhalt not kill, Phineas the 
| ſon of Aaron the higheprieſt, „ kills Zimri and 
Cozbi in the act of adultery,” Numb, xxv. and is 
commended of God for his zeal; this lies as 


crooked as the other by that rule. 


Jacob covets his brother's birth-right, and takes 
an advantage of his brother's hunger, and of his 
pious father's blindneſs to get it; lies into the bar- 
gain; and 7s bleſſed of God after he has got it; lay 
this to the ſame rule, Thou ſhalt not covet ; it lies 

as crooked as the other. But you will ſay, that 
command was not in the world in Jacob's days; 
yes it was; Adam and Eve loſt Paradiſe for 
coveting forbidden fruit; and Abimelech was 
threatened with immediate death by God himſelf, 

for coveting his neighbour's wife,“ Gen, xx. 3. 


God commanded Moſes “ to ſpeak in the ears 
of the people, that every man ſhould borrow of 
HIS NEIGHBOUR, and every woman of HER NEIGH=- 
BOUR, Jewels of ſilver and jewels of gold, and 
God gave them favour in the ſight of the Egyp- 
tians, and Moſes's greatneſs was uſed to help this 
borrowing on,” Exod, x1. 2, 3. And the borrow- 
ed jewels helped to adorn the very tabernacle of 
God himſelf in which he reſided among them; 

lay theſe things to the decalogue as the only rule, 
T hou 
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Thou call not ſteal, thou ſhalt not covet, Exod. xx. 


And again, he that putteth bis hand to his neigb- 
bour's goods ſhall pay double, Exod. xxii. 2, 9. and 
again, „If a man, borrow aught of his neigh= 
bour and it be hurt or die, the owner thereof not 


being with it, he ſhal ſurely make it good.” 


Exod. xxl. 14 
N Moſes 


* There are ſome in the world who are hardened and dar- 
ing enough to open their blaſphemous mouths, even againſt 
God himſelf, and arraign him at their bar, for ordering the 
Iſraelites to borrow of the Egyptians, gold, filver, and jewels: 
But this may be reſolved into God's ſovereignty. © The 
earth is the Lord's, and the fullneſs thereof, the gold and 
the filver is his,” Hag. ii. 8. And though God-gave Egypt 
to the children of Ham, with every other thing they poſſeſſed, 
yet they were no more than Iland-holders under him, or te- 
nants at will; man has forfeited all claim on God by fin; 
and though God promiſed al things, even to the green herb to 
Noah, Gen. ix. 3. yet the witchcraft of Ham did by no means 
ſecure it to him or his poſterity. | 

2dly. It may be reſolved into Pharaoh's invitation and 
promiſe: © And Pharaoh ſaid unto Joſeph, Say unto thy 
brethren, this do ye: lade your beaſts, and go, get ye unto 
the land of Canaan; and take your father and your houſe- 
hold, and come unto me, and I will give you the good of 
the land of Egypt, and ye ſhall eat the fat of the land. Now 
thou art commanded, this do ye; take you waggons out of 
the land of Egypt for your little ones, and for your wives, 
and bring your father, and come. Alſo regard not your 
ſtuff, for the good of all the land of Egypt is your's.” Gen. 
xlyv. 17—20. There is the invitation, and the promiſe; and 
though Pharaoh's ſucceſſor did not fulfil it, yet God will 
have covenants kept, Pſa. xv. 4. and if men forget to per- 
form, God will not forget to require their performance. That 
aobich hath been [promiſed] is ai [required] : and that which 
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Moſes is commanded to make two cherubims of 
beaten gold, and ſet them in the boly place, even in the 


very 


3s to be [fulfilled] bath already been [promiſed], and God re- 


quireth that which is paſt, Ecclel. iii. 15. 

zdly. Their being ordered to borrow inſtead of begging, or 
taking them by /-alth or force, may be reſolved into God's 
rules of equity: God has promiſed that injured men ſhall 
deal with their oppreſſors as they have dealt with them, Matt. 
vii. 2. This line may be ſeen throughout all the bible; and 
as the Egyptians had dealt /ubtilly with Iſrael, Acts vii. 19. 
leſt they ſhould apoſtatize from them, Exod. chap. 1. and fo 
turned them from being wi/tors into bond flaves, Exod. 1. 14. 
God made Iſrael deal ſubtilly with them. The Egyptians 
with-held the good things they promiſed them, and yoked 
their gueſts with bitter bondage. So God gave [Iſrael favour 
in the eyes of the Egyptians, that they ſhould borrow of 
them, and not pay again. Thus Iſrael ſpoiled the Egyptians, 
Exod. 111. 22, as the Egyptians had ſpoiled them; and this 
is agreeable to God's rule of equity, or retaliation, ** When 
thou ſhalt ceaſe to ſpoil, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled,” Ifa. xxxiii. 1. 

Athly. As Pharaoh ſet them to work without ſtraw, and 
ordered them a double taſk to perform, and beat them that 


could not perform it ; no doubt but he was as ſparing in pay- 


ing them for their labour, as he was of ſtraw to do their 
work with, money being a thing that generally ſticks more 
cloſe to an oppreſſor than ſtraw; if this was the caſe, God 
kept Iſrael's day-book; and if Pharaoh kept back their due 
by ſubtlety, God made Iſrael get his juſt wages by ſubtlety. 
W hichever way it was, it is clear, that all which the Iſraelites 
got from Egypt, was either promiſed to them, or earned by 
them. 

zthly. The rules of liberality entitled Iſrael to more than 
they got. Man 7s 1 do as he would be done by, Matt. vii. 12, 
and is awfully threatened for rendering evil for good, Prov. 
xvii. 13. Joſeph had ſaved alive all the land of Egypt, ac- 
cording to Pharaoh's own words, therefore he called him 


the 
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very reſidence of God, Exod. xxv. 18. though the 
law ſays, Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likeneſs of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, Exod. xx. 4. 
If we lay our daily trials and croſs providences to 
the decalogue as the only rule, we ſhall find our- 
ſelves as much at a loſs to make them compact 
with that, as Aſaph was when he envied the proſpe- 
rity of the wicked ; was pricked in his reins, and ſaid 
he had cleanſed himſelf in vain ; and he owned that his 
feet had well nigh ſlipped, for be was envious at the 
| fooliſh when be ſaw that they were not in trouble, 
Pſal. Ixxiii. 1, 2, 3, 4. Nor could he find it out 
till he went into the ſanttuary of God, and then he un- 
derſtood their end, And he certainly had ſome 
other rule to go by—a good man buried in af- 
flictions, and a wicked man ſwimming in proſpe- 
rity, are ſuch knotty and intricate providences as 
have puzzled five very eminent prophets, Hab. i. 


the land; and as he had bought all the land of Egypt for 
the crown, it was a moſt wretched inhoſpitable act to ſend 
acts of ſlavery, and death-warrants againſt them, from the 
very crown that had been enriched by them. But the ſweet- 
eſt thought ſeems to be this: as the tabernacle was built, 
and adorned with the ſpoils and jewels of Egypt, it was to 
ſhow that ſome of the Egyptians ſhould be found in Chriſt. 
(the great antetype of the tabernacle) in that day when the 
Lord maketh up his jewels, Mal. iii. 17. agreeable to the 
promiſe, ** In that day ſhall Iſrael be the third with Egypt, 
and with Aſſyria, even a blefling in the midſt of the land; 
whom the Lord of Hoſts ſhall bleſs, ſay ing, Bleſſed be 


Egypt my people, and Aſſyria the work of my hands, and 
Iſrael mine inheritance.” Iſa. xix. 24, 25. 


2, 3+ 
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2, 3, 4, 5. Exod. v. 21, 22, 23, 24. Mal. ili. 15. 


Lament. iii. Pfal. Ixxiii. therefore I take it for 
granted that they found out ſome other rule to 
lay theſe things to. For as Aſaph had well nigh 
flipped with bis feet, fo I think that we ſhall be 
puzzled io make flreight paths for our feet, Heb, 
X11. 13. if we can find no other rule than the de- 
calogue to lay all our trials to. 

As many things in a Chriſtian's life and walk 
ſeem to come ſhort of, or lay crooked to that 
rule, we muſt look out for another ; and there is 
one RULE that all theſe things will lay ſtraight 
with, and there is no other. And that ruLE is, 
the ſovereign, abſolute, and uncontrollable wir 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, God worketh all things 


after the counſel of bis own will, Eph. i. 11. conſe- 


quently all things will lay ftraighr with that 
rule; and that we ſhall find. if we bring them 
there. > 
Some may object, and ay, the whole will of 
God is revealed in the decalogue ; to which I an- 
ſwer, that cannot be proved. The myſtery of 
God's will with reſpect to election in Chriſt, re- 
demption, Juſtification, and ſanctification by 
Chriſt, which is the ſweeteſt part of the will of 
God that ever a ſenſible ſinner heard of, is not ſo 
much as mentioned in all the decalogue; nor is 
there an abſolute unconditional promiſe in it. 
And the will of God, in an abſolute and uncon— 
ditional promiſe, is a rule often wanted by poor 


diſtreſſed believers to lay their troubles to; and 
when 


by the Faith of CarisT, 61 


when they bring their knotty providences and 
ſore diſtreſſes under the word, and they find that 
the miniſter lays all to that rule, and make it. 
comport, they often go away ſatisfied. For in- 
ſtance, we will ſay, a man that really fears and 
loves God, and deſires to live and act to his ho- 
nour, but he cannot pay his way, nor let religion 
ſhew its beauty on him, becauſe of dejecting 
circumſtances; nor can he keep his rebellious 
heart from riſing, though it be the deſire of his 
ſoul to be holy, and to pleaſe God above every 
thing elſe; and yet this man has nothing but 
mountains of difficulties before him ; crooked 
providences daily entangle him; and the more 
fervent and ſincere he ſeems to be, the rougher his 
path is. This has often been my caſe, and a 
puzzling one it 1s; Jay this to the commanding 
will of God in the decalogue, and it will tell you to 
make uſe of no unlawful means to extricate your- 
ſelf; but it gives no encouragement nor infor- 
mation of the matter. Now if we bring theſe 
things to the will of our heavenly Father in co- 
venant, as revealed in a promiſe, we ſhall find 
both information and encouragement alſo ; for 
inſtance—[ wiLL bring the blind by @ way that they 
know not; I WILL lead them in paths that they have 
not known; 1 wiLL make darkneſs light before them, 
and crooked things ſtraight ; theſe things wILL I do 
unto them and not forſake them, Ila. xliii. 16. Thus 
theſe difficulties, mountains, and crooked paths 
will lay ſtraight by this rule, and by no other. 


The 


— 


” hay 
— 0 


_ „ 
3 —ꝓ— — 2 
e 5 


* 
N 
* 
1 7 . 
* 


_ 


* * 
1 * 
Gan 

CES: | 1 


<> CIP NI 9 3 
| l — 
„ ele 
4 ; * "> * F o — 4 
by \ * », * ! 


8—k 9 ET * I _ 
— 
— ah. tied od CT many * * * 
S * 
* * 
: 


62 The Law eſtabliſhed 


The Saviour's ſaying unto Peter who really 
loved the Lord in his heart, and I believe really 
ſpake as he meant when he ſaid, Though alt men be 
offended becauſe of thee, yet will not I be offended ; and 
for the Lord to ſay, Before the cock crow twice 
thou SHALT deny me thrice, And again, ſome of 
them of underſtanding $HALL fall to try them, and to 


* purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the 


end, Dan. xi. 35. as poor Peter's fall did, and we 
believe that he ſtood better afterwards than be- 
fore; and that it was the will of God to puſh 


'him from his fleſhly confidence. If all theſe 


things are laid to the ten commandments as the 
believer's only rule, they will be found crooked 
and perplexing enough. 


As this RULE or the decalogue is not ſufficient, 
excluſive of the promiſes, and other commanding 
parts of God's word, for a Chriſtian's myſterious 
life and perplexing walk, ſo I take it for granted 
that it is not ſufficient for his converſation neither, 
For inſtance, I may ſay, All thy works praiſe thee 
O Lerd, and thy ſaints they bleſs thee ;, they ſhall ſpeak 


ef the glory of thy kingdom, and tals of thy power. 


To make known to the ſons of men his mighty acts, and 
the glorious majeſiy of bis kingdom, Pſalm cxlv. 10, 
11. We are to talk of the power of the kingdom 
as well as of the laws of it. The decalogue ſays no- 
thing about this; it is true, there is a paſſage in 


another part of the law which lays, And theſe 


worts which I command thee this day ſhall be in thine 
heart. 
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heart. And thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto 


thy children, and talk of ihem when thou fitteſt in 
thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way, and 
when thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up, Deut. 
vi. 6, 7, 8. But we may talk of eternal election and 
predeſtination, of everlaſting love and bleſſed redemp- 
tion; of all. conquering grace; of myſterious provi- 
dence; of the bleſſed Spirit's work on our ſouls ; of 
the comfort we feel of mercy to us and of judg- 
ment to the wicked; and though the decalogue 
ſays nothing about theſe things, yet lay them to 
God's will as revealed in the promiſe, and it ap- 
pears the pure language that God has given us; 
and it is called good converſation in Chriſt, Hence 
I conclude that the ten commandments are not of 
themſelves, excluſive of other parts of ſcripture, 
an all-ſufficient rule for the real believer's life, 
walk, and converſation. And that the wits, or 
Gop, which is the only rule, is not wholly re- 
vealed in the decalogue is plain; for if it had 


there would have been no more of it revealed in 


another diſpenfation. Fer if that firſt covenant had 
been faultleſs, then foould no place have been ſought far 
the ſecond, Heb. viii. 7: 

I go on to enquire, 7thly and laſtly, whether 
ſerting the law perpetually before all ranks of 
Chriſtians as the ozly rule of life, can with pro- 


priety be called ſpeaking the language, or doing 


the work of an evangeliſt. 


I believe there are many miniſters who labour 


often at the law for fear that the pure liberty of 
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the Spirit of God (which David calls a free ſpirit) 
ſhould lead to licentiouſneſs. But if the Spirit of 
love is not ſufficient to conſtrain, the terrors of hell 
will not be ſufficient to deter; and if the ſpirit of 
love will not produce good fruits, the pains 
of hell will never extort them; he that feels 
the moſt law terrors feels alſo the moſt enmity 
to Ged. 


And that miniſter that is always ſetting the law 


of Moſes as a rule of life before all ranks of 


Chriſtians, young and old, goes the ready way to 
bring them whom God has juſtified a ſecond time 


to judgment, by ſetting the errors of the judge 


before the child, inſtead of the bowels of the 
Father. | 

I have often obſerved when I have been hear- 
ing a ſermon and the power of God has attended 
the pure truth that has been delivered, ſo that the 
dew of heaven ſeemed to drop upon every branch, 
Job xxix. 19, when the concluſion has drawn 
near, a word of caution to the juſt, and a word of 


warning to the wicked, has been ſufficient to dry 
up all the det that fell on the foor, Judges vi. 39. 


and to wither all the budding hopes that moved 
in the weakling's heart; we cannot call this keep- 
ing the beſt wine till the laſt. This is more like 
the profuſe cow that gives a pailful of milk and 
then kicks it over the maid. 


This is a method of preaching rarely to be 
found in the miniſtry of Chriſt, the apoſtles, and 
1 the 


7 


* 
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the prophets; where you have one inſtance of 
this you have five of another method: they ge- 
nerally deſcribed the ſaint and the ſinner, gave the 
promiſe to the one and the judgment as a warning 
to the other, and applied as they went on; and 
either concluded with exhortation, or finiſhed 
abruptly, and left the dew where it fell, Hence 
it is that we often find, through many of the pro- 
phets, here an unconditional promiſe, and there a 
dreadful judgment denounced ; thus they are in- 
termixed and ſcattered up and down throughout 
the bible; and the new-born heir of promiſe will 
be ſure, as ſoon as he feels the uſe of the hand of 
faith, to go after the good old reapers, and glean 
them up. 


. 


A Chriſtian is an heir of promiſe, and the pro- 
miſes are his by donation; and they are mingled 
with reproof, caution, admonition, dehorta- 
tion, counſel, inſtruction, warning, encourage= 
ment, conſolation, advice, and exhortation; 
and are his food, his rods, his land-marks, his 
bank-notes, and his purging dravghts. And while 
we are © feeding the ſtrong with judgment,” we 
ought to have a care of the poor of tbe flock, Zech. 
xi. 7. I have often obſerved, that while God has 
enabled me to deſcribe real faith, the new birth, 
ſound converſion, &c. and ſhew what a real be- 
liever or a child of God is, and his privileges— 
an attentive unbeliever has received light ſuffi- 
cient to ſee that he had neither part nor lot in 
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that matter; he has been cut with grief, provok- 
ed to jealouſy, envied the happineſs of the juſt, 
viewed them as angels when compared to him- 
ſelf, and has gone crying, Oh! that I were but 
one of them ;” and the work has been carried on 
from that hour; thus God gives teſtimony to the 
word of his grace, I believe there are many 
living witneſſes now in London who have been 
awakened under me in this manner, 


Therefore God does not always awaken ſinners 
by the application of a law ſentence; ſo far from 
it that it is viſibly ſeen to a demonſtration, that 
thoſe who deal moſt in law terrors have the leaſt 
ſucceſs and the fouleſt churches; for the broken- 
hearted fly from the ſtorm and embrace the rock for 
the want of a ſhelter, Job xxiv. 8. while the eye- 
ſervant, the refined Phariſee, the hardened hypocrite, 
and the /icepy fermalif ſtand it out; having no 
more ſenſation than a woolpack, We may com- 
pare theſe to a /roop horſe, or a blackſmith's dog, 
they are not afraid of fire, There is no domeſtic 
animal more in the way than a fre ſpaniel, and no 
greater plague to a preacher than an hardened 
hypocrite, 


I know preaching perpetually law terrors is 
called faithful preaching; and I have often heard 
people ſay, „I wonder that ſuch a miniſter is at- 
tended with ſuch a dreſſy, ſleepy, unattentive, and 
unreformed congregation z he has no ſucceſs, and 


yet he does trim thern 1 in a molt faithful manner.“ 
When 
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When I have heard theſe things, J have ſecretly 
thought that the faithful trimming was the only im- 
pediment that lay in the way of ſucceſs, We 
may ſay of ſuch hearers as Luther did when ſome 
of his zealous followers wanted to pull down a 
popiſh idol, © Jet it alone,” ſaid Luther; © if we 
can preach Chriſt into their hearts they will pull 
it down themſelves.” 


Nor can I call it faithful preaching in any ſenſe ; 
for if the law be preached to incline, reform, 
amend, convert, and bring to Chriſt, it is ſer 
about a work that it never was intended to do. 
God turns the ſinner, makes him willing, puts his 
fear in his heart, and draws him to Chriſt, and 
by love unites him with him. This power 1s pro- 
miſed in the goſpel ; hence the goſpel is called the 
power of God to ſalvation. And if ſuch a preacher 
takes a goſpel text and delivers it in his accuſtom- 
ed law ſpirit, it is ſtill the ſame; for though the 
text be a part of the word of the Lord that went 
forth from Feruſalem, yet the earthquake, the wind, 
and the fire is ſtill from Hoxzs. Whereas, if the 
ſpirit as well as the text had been from Jeru- 
ſalem, we might hope that the ſame wind and 
fire (that once ſhook the apoſtle's houſe and in- 
flamed their hearts) would have attended it more 
or leſs. 


Nor is fuch preaching dealing faithfully with 
poor ſinners, for ſuch are but miniſters of the letter, 
and the letter killeth, 2 Cor, iii. 6, The man that 
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ſounds an alarm from Sinai ſhould plainly point 
out the door of hope, Ho. ii. 15. and he that 
thunders from the ſtorm ſhould never forget to 
clear the road to the refuge. 

Legal preaching ſupports the fear of a crimi—- 
nal and has a tendency to ſtir up an unbearable 
malice againſt God himſelf, This may be ſeen 
with a witneſs among the Arminians, who have 
obſcured the light of the goſpel and confounded 
and blinded their hearers with the ſmoke of the 
law, till the effects of their miniſtry is ſeen con- 
ſpicuous on the faces of the hearers ; poor ſouls 
have been rallied with the tempeſt till the thun- 
der is fixed on their viſages. Not long ago this 


excellent paragraph was delivered from one of 


their pulpits, Up and be doing; now is the 
time to get your names written in the Lamb's 
book of life; no decree, no eternal decree! no 
Lord, that be far from thee; that be far,from 
thee Lord.” 

No encouragement here; poor comfort and 
worſe eſtabliſhment : ſuch are like the wood culver 
[or wild pigeon] whoſe perpetual note is doo, 
doo; and any country boy that is noted for rifling 
birds neſts, will tell you that they are the worſt 
builders in all the wood; or, as the Saviour ſays, 
They ſay and do not, I hope God will ſerve them 
as he did Job, who wrapped himſelf up too ſecure 
in his own uſefulneſs, and he hoped to die in it, 


I was a father io the poor, and the cauſe which 1 


knew not 1 ſearched out; and I broke the jaws of the 
| wicked, 


by the Faith of CaRisT. 69 


evicked, and plucked the ſpoil out of his teeth [theſe 
were good fruits, but no Saviour]; then I ſaid J 
fhall die in my NesT, and I ſhall multiply my days as 
the ſand, Job xxix. 16, 17, 18. But God ſent a 
ſtorm that tore all his neſt ro pieces; and when 
he was illuminated more clearly, he forſook the 
tree and built in the Rock, and made a better neſt 
at the end than at the beginning. 

Setting the law perpetually before all ranks of 
Chriſtians as the only rule of life, is neither ſpeak- 
ing the language nor doing the work of an evan- 
geliſt. 8 
An evangeliſt is one who is a happy partaker 
of the love of God, and rejoices in it, and has re- 
ceived the bleflings of a free ſalvation into his 
heart, And to ſpeak the language of an evan- 
geliſt is to proclaim under God, in God's meſ- 
ſage, and in God's name, what God has done for 
his own ſoul, as a true witneſs of what a perſon 
has ſeen, beard, and felt, 1 John | i. 1. And to do 
the work of an evangeliſt is to declare as God 
commanded Paul, what God had done for him, 
and ſhewed to him, and to prove it by the word 
of God; and if God owns and bleſſes it ſo as to 
lead another into the ſame happy enjoyment of 
life, love, and peace that the preacher feels, ſo 
far he does the work of an evangeliſt, and ſuch a 
diſciple is evangelized. 

But ſetting the law perpetually before all ranks 
of Chriſtians as the only rule of ys is the only 


way to legalize them, 
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For when a young convert begins to find his 
weaning time draw on, and his corruptions ſtir 
afreſh, he will cry out in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, 
Who fhall deliver me from this body of death? Let 
him bring this old man to the legal rule and he 
will try in vain to make him lie ſtraight with 
that. | 


But we know it is the will of Cod that the old 
man ſhould remain in the regenerate; then let 
the old man be laid to another rule, namely, 
the will of God in the promiſe; and he may ſay 
in his trouble as Paul did, I thank Ged through 
Jeſus Chrift our Lord, Rom. vii. 24, 25. 


When perſecutions. and oppoſitions come on 
the young believer, he will never make them lie 
ſtraight by the legal rule; yet no Chriſtian ought 
to be moved by theſe afflictions, but be taught 
the will of God herein, and be led to know that 
they are [by God's will] appointed thereunto, 
1 Theſſ. iii. 3. Hence I conclude, that the whole 
will of God in Chriſt, as it is revealed in the 
ſcriptures of truth, is the Chriſtian's only and all- 
ſufficient RULE, 


The holy law of God is an immutable boundary 
fixed, prefigured by the bounds that were fet round 


the mount, when God appeared on it to let ſinners 


know the awful diſtance and diſproportion there 
is between a holy God and apoſtate rebels; And 
this boundary ſet round is a chain of tive com- 


mands and prohibitions, Thou SHALT not kill, 


thou 


by the Faith of CRRIST. 71 


thou SHALT not ſteal, Thou sgalr not, thou 
SHALT not, 1s fixed like Aaron's bells quite round 
about, And the man that breaks through theſe 
bounds, if he dies in the breach, God will break 
through upon him; and the believer that breaks 
through theſe bounds, God has promiſed 10 vi/it 
His fin with the rod and his iniquity with ſtripes. 


And I. think that ſetting the law of God as a 
covenant of works perpetually before the eyes of 
a believer is the only way to lead him to break 
it; for the firength of fin is the law; but victory 
over it is the gift of God; therefore we ought to 
enforce communion and fellowſhip with the Fa- 
ther and the Son, by the Spirit; and ſin ſball not 
bave dominion over them who are thus under 
grace, 


Cz We have many who are ſo fond of Armi- 


* nianiſm (though they do not like to be thought 
ſo of) that if you get a little of the electing love 
of God in a diſcourſe, yet the poor weakling i is 
ſure to get a knock over the head with Maſes rod, 
before he can get out of the place. And ſome are 
ſo ſparing of grace, and ſo profuſe with the works 
of the law, that grace is almoſt hid; ſuch are turn- 
ed aſide to vain jangling, deſiring to be teachers of the 
law, knowing neither what they ſay nor whereof they 
affirm. Such preaching furniſhes reformed Pha- 
riſees and hardened hypocrites with weapons againſt 
the children of God, and is offering violence to 
« the Spirit in his work; as Milton ſays, “It binds 
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his conſort liberty,” and puts the ſaints of God to 
ſhame before the legal profeſſor. 


When a man begins to give up truth, a lie will 
ſoon fall in his way; he that gives up his princi- 
ples will ſoon give up his practice alſo; they both 
abide or go together. Becauſe thou haſt kept the 
word of my patience I alſo will keep thee from the 
hour of temptation, Rev. iii. 10, Let a man give 
up the truth as it is in Chriſt, and the father of lies 
ſhall ſoon find him out, and ſhew the world both 
bis nakedneſs and his ſhame, Rev. iii. 18. All the 
legal bounds that have been ſet by God or man 
will be broken through by a child of Satan, if 
grace prevents not. 


But the child of God is of ON ſpirit; his 
Father's frowns, rods, and rebukes, together with 
the loſs of joy, peace, and comfort, 1s a hell to 
him; and will haye more weight with him than 
all the laws in the world, 


The myſterious path, the croſs providences, the 
inward ſtruggles between grace and corruption, 
it being our ſtrength % fand ſtiil in the midſt of 
dangers, Iſa. xxx. 7, to rejoice in our infirmities, 
that the power of Cbriſt mig bi reſt upon us, 2 Cor. 
xii. 9. counting it all joy when we fall into divers 
temptations, telling the weak to call themſelves 


ſtrong, Joel iii. 10. and that the lame ſhall take the 
prey, Iſa. xxxiii. 23. believing in Chriſt for Juſtiſica- 


rien is the only way to obtain and abide in the 


divine fayour ; while working under the law is 
N contracting 
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contracting an infinite and eternal debt, Rom. 
iv. 4. and they are things that want the pro- 
miſing will of God as a rule to lay them to, or 
elſe they will lie as crooked as Rahab's ſelling 
and betraying her country by faith in Chriſt 
would do, and being juſtified in the very act, 
while ſhe received the ſpies with peace. 


When the Lord called Paul he revealed to him 
the myſtery of his will. © The God of our fa- 
thers hath choſen thee, that thou ſhouldſt know 
his will and ſee that Juſt One, and ſhouldeſt hear 
the voice of his mouth; for thou ſhalt be his 
witneſs unto all men of what thou haſt ſeen and 
heard,” Acts xxii. 14, 15. There was Paul's rule, 
namely, the WILL or God; and all Paul's doc- 
trines, experiences, difficulties, ſucceſſes, and the 
whole courſe or extent of his miniſtry, was chalked 
out by that rule, “to preach the goſpel in the re- 
gions beyond you, and not to boaſt in another 
man's liae,” 2 Cor. x. 16. David, propheſying of 
theſe things, ſays, © their line is gone out through 
all the earch and their words to the end of the 
world; in them has he ſet a tabernacle for the 
ſun,” Pfalm xix. 4. which Paul applies to the 
apoſtolic days, But I ſay, have they not heard? 
Yes, verily, their ſound went into all the earth 
and their words unto the end of the world,” 
Rom. x. 17, 18, Paul brings the whole circle of 
his miniſtry that fell to his lot as marked out by 
| the will of God; “ But we will not boaſt of 
| things 
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things without our meaſure, but according to the 
meaſure of the rule which God hath diſtributed 
to us, a meaſure to reach even unto you,“ 2 Cor- 
x. 13. Paul gathered that the rule which had 
marked out the work of his miniſtry, would diſ- 
cover itſelf in its longitude far beyond Corintb; 
«© Not boaſting of things without our meaſure, 
that is, of other men's labours; but having hope 
when your faith is increaſed, that we ſhall be en- 
larged by you according to our RULE abundant- 
ly,” 2 Cor. x. 15. 

The apoſtle having declared the Galatians Be- 
witched for adhering to legal preachers, and that 
thofe who adhered to them were fallen from [the 
ſyſtem of] grace delivered to them, goes on to 
ſhew, by Maſes and Abraham, by Sarah and Ha- 
gar, by Iſaac and Iſbmael, by the Heavenly Jeruſa- 
lem, and the Earthly Jeruſalem, the difference be- 
tween the two covenants; the awful ſtate of the 
fleſhly family under the firſt, and the bleſſed ſtate 
of the ſpiritual family under the ſecond; comes 
with many appeals to their conſciences, and en- 
quires if they received the Spirit by the works of 
the lau: if Chriſt, who wrought miracles among 
them, did them by the works of the law? and then 
inſiſts upon it, that circumciſion and uncircum- 
ciſion avail nothing; but a new creature | 1s eſſen» 
tial to ſalvation}, and faith that worketh by love; 
and then concludes, and as many as walk according 
to this RULE, mercy on them, and peace, and upon 
the Iſrael of God, Gal. vi. 16. a 

E 
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The apoſtle having declared without hypocriſy 
the whole counſel of God, or the myſtery of his 
will in Chriſt, revealed to him, unto the Phil- 
lippians, goes on to tell them what he was by 
nature, and what by grace; what he had in view, 
and what he preſſed after; the end he aimed at, 
and what progreſs he had made, ſays, Neverthe- 
leſs whereto we have already attained, let us walk by 
the ſame RULE, let us mind the ſame thing, Phil. iii. 
15,16, And it 1s clear to me that the decalogue 
1s not meant by any of theſe accounts as the 
apoſtle's only rule. The apoſtle knew that the 
grace of God would teach a man to deny ungod- 
lineſs and worldly luſt, and to live ſoberly, righ- 
teouſly, and godly in the world. 

I bleſs God, who in the multitude of his mer- 
cies did not ſend me out until he had made me 
ſenſible both of the terrcrs of the law, and of the 
bleſſings of the goſpel; and never has left me to 
myſelf as yet, to turn like a weather-cock, a ſwift, 
or a weeping-willow, with every wind. And I 
can truly ſay, thar my ſoul hates to ſee a miniſter 
muzzle truth—bite it in two—keep it back— 
cover the force of it, by a ſudden jumble of law 
and goſpel, while conſcience alters the viſage, 
and God confounds and fetters the tongue. 

God knows I am no ſcholar, nor am I endued 
with any ſhining parts or abilities; but I find, by 
happy experience, that the beſt rule to walk by, 
and try others and their doctrines by, is the 
revealed will of God, by the Spirit, | in the heart, 

and 
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and in his word. And I believe, to enforce the 
Spirit's work—to inſiſt on a union in the bond of 
love to Chriſt—to declare the whole will of God 
as revealed in his word—to cry down forms, and 
let up ſpiritual prayer—to cry down prieftcraft, 
and ſet up the goſpel model—to preach down 
human inventions, and ſet up the will of God 
to cry down the works of the fleſh, and exalt 
the merits of Chriſt, is doing the works of an 
evangeliſt. 

And I believe, if God ſhould uſe me as an 
inſtrument in bringing ſouls to the Lord, and 
keep me alive in my miniſtry, to inſiſt on the 
enjoyment of a union with him, that I ſhall be 
able to bring forth as much fruit to God's ho- 
nour, as thoſe that produce them by fire; for all 
hot-houſe fruits have the worſt flavour, though 
they always fetch the beſt price among the rich 
and the great. | 

Chriſtian, haſt thou put on Jeſus Chriſt? then 
walk ye in him. Art thou in the race? run it, 
looking to Jeſus. Art thou in the love of God? 
meditate thereon; he will keep that man in perfe# 
peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on him, 

It appears plain to me, that the ſacrifices, 
which properly belong to the ceremonial law, 
were a /choolmaſter to bring ſouls to Jeſus Chriſt, 
for above. two thouſand years. Before the law 
of Adam was republiſhed on Sinai, the ſacrifices 
ſerved as a /choolmaſter from the days of Abel to 
the days of Moſes; and by faih he kept the paſſover 
| 11 and 
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and the ſprinkling of blood, left he that deſtroyed the 
firſt-born ſhould touch them, Heb, xi. 28. This 
command of ſacrificing the lamb was a ſchool- 
maſter ſufficient to lead them to ſee that there 
was no covert from avenging juſtice but under 
atoning blood; and by faith Moſes kept that 
paſſover, leſt he that deſtroyed the firſt-born 
ſhould touch them. 

I doubt I ſhall tire my reader, but I muſt 
deſire his company a little further, 

When God gave the law to Iſrael in the wilder- 
neſs, he found them wrapped up in a threefold 

cord of vain ſecurity, 

iſt. As Abraham was bleſſed of God, and 
called God's friend, they being his offspring, 
judged this bleſſing and friendſhip to be here- 
ditary; and they were more confirmed in this 
their opinion by the wonders that God wrought 
againſt the Egyptians in their favour. This pre- 
vailed among them down to the days of Chriſt; 
and this is in the mouth of every Jew to this 
day We are Abraham's ſeed. The Lord ſhews 
us in a parable that ſome in hell have not done 
with this notion altogether—Being in torments, be 
ſaw Abraham ofar off, and cried, ſaying, Father 
Abraham, ſend Lazarus, that be may ceol my tongue, 
for I am tormented in this flame. 

2dly, God had told them that they ſhould be 
his people I will take you to me for a people, and 
Iwill be to you a God; and ye ſhall know that I am 
the Lord your God, which bringeth you out from under 


. the 
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the burdens of the Egyptians, Exod. vi. 7. This 
they vainly ſtuck to, that they were all God's 
peculiar people, whether they were in the Spirit 
or in the fleſh; hence in their rebellion they tell 
Moſes, that the people are all holy;” hence 
alſo, when God deſtroyed Kcrab and his company, 
they bred a mutiny, zelling Moſes and Aaron that 
they had deſtroyed the people of the Lord, Num. 
xvi. 41. 

3dly. They entertained a vain conceit of their 
own ability to perform whatever God required— 
All that the Lord hath ſaid we will do, and be obe- 
dient, Exod. xxiv. 7. 

When God gave the law on Sinai, he ordered 
bounds to be put round the mount, to teach 
them, that, inſtead of friendſhip, there was an 
awful diflance; and it was to be at the peril of 
their ſouls if they did but attempt to gaze. The 
law being given with fire, ſmoke, the ſound of 
a trumpet, and the trembling of the earth, led 
them to ſee that there was terrible majeſty in 
God, and wrath revealed; this might ſtagger 
their conceit of their being all God's favoured 
and peculiar people. The law being given with 
ſuch a thundering voice, and fo dreadfolly ſtrict, 
they felt that it gendered to bondage; it begot a 
dreadful fear, quaking, and trembling among 
them; when they felt this, ſome began to ſtag- 
ger in their confidence of ability to perform what 
God required, therefore they could mot endure 
that which was ſpoken, - 


Being 
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Being thus convinced of the awful diſtance 
between God and them, and of the terrible ma- 
jeſty and revealed wrath of God, and of the 
ſtrictneſs required by the law; they began to call 
about them for a mediator, and God promiſes 
his dear Son as a mediator and a prophet like unto 
Moſes. This appears to me to be all the ſchool- 
ing that the children of Iſrael got here. 

Now Moſes ſets up a tabernacle before them; 
puts the wo tables of ſtone, with their dreadful 
contents, in the ark, and keeps them out of 
their ſight; places a mercy-ſeat on the ark; and 
there God promiſes to commune with them. Then 
Moſes conſecrates the Levites to be prieſts; or- 
ders the guilty ſinner to bring his victim to the 
prieſt; the guilty was to confeſs, and to transfer 
his guilt on the head of the brute, and then it 
was to be killed in his ſight; that blood was to 
be ſprinkled toward the mercy-ſeat ; and the par- 
don, bleſſing, and anſwer of peace, was to come from 
thence, and nowhere elſe. 

Now I will leave any wiſe man to judge, which 
of theſe two laws was the ſchoolmaſter to bring 
the ſinner to Chriſt. The moral law convinced 
them that there was no acceſs to God without a 
mediator, and there it left them. But what is 
to become of the ſmoke and fire? there muſt be 
blood to guench that, God appeared a conſuming 
fire, and dwelt in thick darkneſs; the ſacrifices led 
co the blood of Chriſt, which alone could quench 


that flame; and by the ſacrifices their faith was 
M0 
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led to a communing place, a mercy-ſeat, where 
God appeared in a calm, and communed like a 
friend, and bleſſed them like a reconciled God 
indeed. 

The ceremonial law is called by Paul, their 
goſpel; and it is the buſineſs of the goſpel To 
BRING fouls to Chriſt: but there is no bringing 
band nor drawing cord promiſed nor revealed in 
all the decalogue, Paul ſays, It is blood that brings 
a ſinner nig to God, Eph. ii. 13. not the revela- 
tion of damnation. And it is as plain, that thoſe 
who ſtick the cloſeſt ro the works of the law are 
the fartheſt from God, | f 

A real believer is redeemed from under the 
law, and delivered from it, in every ſenſe, as a 
covenant of works—God ſent forth his Son, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might receive the 
adoption of ſons, Gal. iv. 5, And we are deli- / 
vered from the law as a covenant of works But 
now wwe are delivered from the law, THAT being dead 
wherein we were held, that we ſhould ſerve in new- 
neſs of Spirit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter, 
Rom. vii. 6. | 

2dly. We are delivered from the coMManDING 
power of the law [as a covenant of works]; 
which command is, This do, and thou ſhalt live, 
Chriſt did this; and the juſt man lives by bis faith 
in him, Hab. ii. 4. If we are not delivered from 


the commanding pcwer of the law, as 2 Covenant 


of works, then Chriſt's righteouſneſs avails no- 
thing. 
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thing. If believers are under the commanding 
power of the law, they muſt be under the con- 
demning power alſo; and then redemption and 
imputed righteouſneſs are both fruſtrated. But 
there is verily a diſannulling of the commandment go- 
ing before, for the weakneſs and unprefitablenefs there- 
of, Heb. vii. 18. Having aboliſhed in his floſb the 
enmily, even the law of commandments, contained in 
ordinances, for to make in himſelf of twain one new 
man, ſo making peace, Epheſ. vi. 15, I know this 
paſſage rather refers to the ceremonial law; yet 
the children of God are delivered from the com- 
manding and condemning power of the law as 
a covenant of works, This will appear, if we 
conſider what God ſays of circumciſion, that it 
binds a man to keep the whole law Paul ſay, 
that if ye be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing ;, 
for I teſtify to every man that is circumciſed, that he 
is a debtor to do the whole law, Gal. v. 2, 3. But 
God has delivered us from the galling yoke, and 
it is tempting God to gall a believer's neck with 
it again, ſeeing he has provided him another yoke, 

The Gentiles, in ſeveral cities, having received 
the goſpel by Peter, Paul, and Barnabas, were 
ſhortly after plagued by ſome that came down from 
Feruſalem, ſaying, Except ye be circumciſes after the 
manner of Moſes, ye cannot be ſaved, Acts xv. 1. 
After many obſtinate diſputes with them, Paul, 
Barnabas, and otbers were ſent to the elders at Jeru- 
ſalem about this point. When they came to the 
_ elders, and had rehearſed the buſineſs, there roſe 
F «© up 
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te up certain of the ſect of the Phariſees which 
te believed, ſaying, That it was needful to cir- 
c cumciſe them, and to command them to keep 
te the law of Moſes, Ads xv. 5. [There is the 
* vokx, Do and live.] And when there had been 
* much diſputing, Peter roſe up and ſaid unto 
e them, Men and brethren, ye know how that a 
* good while ago God made choice among us, 
« that the Gentiles, by my MouTH, ſhould hear 
ce the word of the goſpel and believe. And God 
« which knoweth the hearts, bare them witneſs, 
& giving them the Holy Ghoſt as he did unto 
« us: And put no difference between us and 
« them, purifying their hearts by faith, Now 
© THEREFORE WHY TEMPT YE GOD, TO PUT A 
« YOKE UPON THE NECK OF THE DISCIPLES 
te which neither our fathers nor we are able to 
„% bear?” A#s xv. 7—11. And it was all ſettled, 
that by faith in Jeſus Chriſt we are delivered 
from the unbearable yoke of doing for life; and 
that it was tempting God to yoke. them with it 
again, 
We are delivered alſo from the condemning 
power of the law Chriſt hath redeemed us from 
| the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for us, Gal, 
iii. 13. | 

Thus the real believer is delivered from the 
COMMANDING and ' CONDEMNING power of the 
law [as a COVENANT OF WORKS], the tenor of 
which is, DO AND LIVE, TRANSGRESS AND DIE. 


As 
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As the ſecond to tables of ſtone were put into 
the ark, under the mercy-ſeat, ſo that the law did 
not deſtroy any prieſt that came with blood, 
though he approached even God himſelf—ſo all 
believers being @ royal prieſt bood, 1 Peter 11. g. 
approach God without any legal arreſt, when they 
carry the blood of ſprinkling in the hand of faith; 
and this hand of faith is put forth out of an heart 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, Heb. x. 22. for it 
is with the heart man believeth. 

The law being thus diſarmed of its command- 
ing and condemning power by Chriſt, and mag- 
nified and made everlaſtingly honourable; ſo alſo 
is offended Juſtice both well pleaſed and ſatisfied 
by the Saviour's death.— Thus the law is diſarm- 
ed of its thundering command and ſentence, and 
mercy reigns triumphant by Chriſt Jeſus,— 
Hence it appears that we have got both our /aw 
and goſpel, commard and promiſe, in the bleſſed 
object of our faith and of our moſt cordial affec- 
tions, agreeable to what 1s written, Thy law (ſays 
the bleſſed Saviour) is within my heart, Pſal, xl. 8. 
here Paul fled, when he ſaid, Not without law to 
God, but under the law to Chriſt. 1 Cor. ix. 21. 

Now, though I have followed the faints law vp 
to its proper center, I ſee no reaſon why the de- 
calogue or ten commandmeats ſhould be inſiſted 
on as the only rule of life, though it be thus diſ- 
armed and placed in the heart of a dear Re- 
deemer; ſeeing God has commanded us ro obey 
all that Chriſt ſhall ſay.— The Lord thy God 
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will raiſe up unto thee a Prophet from the midſt 
of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him 
ye ſhall hearken [whether he commands or pro- 
miſes}, according to all that thou deſireſt of the 
Lord thy God in Horeb.” And the Lord ſaid, 
* They have well ſpoken that which they have 
ſpoken; I will raiſe them up a prophet from 
among their brethren, like unto thee, and will 
put my words in his mouth,” [promiſes and all, 
Iſa. lix, 21.] “* And he ſhall ſpeak unto them all 
that I ſhall command him [whether it be in the 
decalogue or no]. And it ſhall come. to paſs, 
that whoſoever will not hearken to my words 
which he ſhall ſpeak in my name, I will require 

it of him,” Deut. xviil. 15—19., | 
It is a comfortable thought that we have all in 
the Saviour—the ceremonial law ended in Chriſt, 
and was aboliſhed by him; the moral law was 
honoured, diſarmed of its wrath by him, and is 
hid in him; every other commandment was given 
to him alſo; and all the promiſes were made to 
him, and are yea and Amen in bim. 2 Cor. i. 20. ſo 
that I am led to conclude, that the whole will of 
God in Chriit Jeſus is the only and all-ſufficient 
rule of every real child of God. For I take it for 
granted, the power of the whole word is the red of 
bis ſtrength that was ſent forth out of Zion; and by 
that, he rules in the midſt of Jeruſalem. And every 
command ought to be brought to the promiſes 
[by the believer]; and when the command is re- 
oF ſolved 
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ſolved into the promiſe, it ought, with humble 
prayer, to be taken for its fulfilment to the re- 
conciled lawgiver, who in Chriſt Jeſus is the pro- 
miſe- maker; and we ſhall find the immutable will 
of God promiſing and beſtowing, through Chriſt, 
all that his commanding will requires of us— 
« As many as walk according to this: rule, mer- 
cy on them [indeed], and upon the Iſrael of God.” 
God has willed in the New Teſtament a power to 
ſubdue and incline my will to his; and while my 
will is under that power it will lay ſtraight with 
God's commanding will-“ whoſo thus looketh 
into the perfect law of liberty and continueth 
therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a 
doer of the work, this man ſhall be bleſſed in 
[though not For] his deed,” James i. 25, And 
I am fully perſuaded that the ſoul that walks in 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt and in the enjoyment 
of God's love, may ſay; that the righteouſneſs of 
the law is fulfilled 1x him, though not By him. 
But why every believing ſoul 1s to be ſent to 
Horeb for ſuch a contracted rule I know not ; God 
has not called the decalogue the ſaints only rule in 
any part of the ſcripture that I know of; and 
therefore what he has promiſed we may expect; 
and what Chriſt has commanded we may do, whe- 
ther it be in the decalogue or not, For inſtance 
—I think it is my duty to go conſtantly to the 
ſacrament, though the decalogue ſays nothing 
about it; and I am to go o miles with the man 
that compels me to go one; and to turn my right 
F 3 cheek 
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cheek to him that has without cauſe ſmitten the 
left; to give my cloak to him that has unjuſtly 
taken my coat by a ſuit of law; to give, if I 

have it; and to lend, hoping for nothing again; 
though the law only tells me, „ To do as I 
would be done by; for that is the law and the 
prophets.” The ſaint is not to knock out a {00th 
for a tooth, an eye for an eye, nor to cut off hand 
for hand, nor foot for foot, though the law ſays he 
may, and it ſhall be ſo done. My reader may 
object and ſay, ©& You ſet the goſpel to contra- 
dict the law, which ought to harmonize toge- 
ther,” . To which I anſwer—I do not. The 
ſaint is not under the law, as hath been proved; 
therefore he is to leave his injuries on the head of 
the injurer, who is under the law: and as God 
takes all that is done to the ſaints, as done to 
himſelf, this vengeance belongs in an eſpecial 
manner to him.—Hence Abel was killed for 
righteouſneſs-ſake, and the judgment of Cain 
was kept in God's hand.—As Abel was mur- 
dered for God's ſake, therefore God was the only 
avenger; and he threatens a ſevenfold vengeance 
to any man who ſhould even dare to take the 
ſword out of God's hand to kill Cain, Gen. iv. 13. 

2dly, A great part of the old laws belong to 
civil juſtice; and the Lord foretells us, that 
rulers and magiſtrates would be the ſaints great- 
eſt adverſaries; therefore the perſecuting ſinner 
and the encouraging ruler are both to agree, and 
we are to be brought before them, for @ witneſs 


againſs 
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againſt them, And as we are the Lord's, ſo 
our injuries are his alſo; and the perſecutor 
and the baſe ruler are his enemies, and 
our's for his ſake, No wonder then, he ſays, 
« Ye have heard it hath been ſaid, an eye 
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: but I ſay 
unto you, that ye reſiſt not evil,” Matt. v. 38, 
39. We are to leave our cauſe in the hand of 
the Judge of all the earth, and He will have an 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, with a 
witneſs, Thus the patient ſubmiſſion of the 
perſecuted, and the partiality of the magiſtrate 
to the perſecutor, binds him over to a ſeven-fold 
judgment. Thus the law is not made void, but 
rather eſtabliſhed by what has been ſaid; nor is 
fin encouraged by what I have ſaid; but con- 
trary-wiſe: for grace is exalted, which alone can 
ſubdue ſin; and until it can be proved that the 
grace of God leads men into wickedneſs, my 
brethren had better leave off ſhooting arrows at 
it; leſt while they are contracting all into a little 
rule, they break through all the lines of a bigger. 
We have ſome who are zealous for Moſes; they 
are like the believing rulers, who were ſo zealous 
for the law that they thought it no crime to mur- 
der Paul; ſo we have ſome who preach up the 
law as the only rule, and then ſhoot at me for 
keeping of it. Such lay Chriſt for a foundation, 
and call in Moſes to carry up the ſuperſtructure: 
Chriſt is to bear the weight, and Moſes to bear 
the glory. Such begin in the ſpirit, and end in 
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the fleſb - they firſt lead the ſinner to caſt his bur- 
den on Chriſt, and then load him with burdens 
that none can bear. They exalt the ſervant and 
dethrone the maſter, and make the law the po- 
liſher of the goſpel, inſtead of making the law 
ſubſervient to it. I have in my young days fat 
under ſome who enforced the law to all ranks of 
Chriſtians; ſo that I was led to think that Chrift 
had begun the work in my ſoul, but that I muſt 
finiſh it myſelf by keeping the law; and as the 
preacher made no diſtinctions, he led me fairly 
back to the law; and I found as much enmity 
againſt God as ever, and thought I was in a more 
miſerable ſtate than before he meddled with me at 
all. And what fruits to the glory of God can 
ſpring from ſouls thus inflamed with rage and 
malice againſt him? If we are brought to love 
God, it is becauſe we diſcover a love in him to 
us—we love him becauſe he firſt loved us. If 
we bring forth fruit to the glory of God, it 1s by 
virtue of an heart-felt union with the LIVING 
VINE; © The branch cannot bear fruit of itſelf, 
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, 
except ye abide in me; he that abideth in me 
and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit, 
for without me ye can do nothing,” John xv. 4, 5. 
But he that leads my ſoul to Moſes is ſure to de- 
ſtroy all my fruitfulneſs; from the Lord (not from 
the law) is my fruit found, Hol, xiv. 8. All the 
fruits that the law produces, are ſour grapes, un- 
timely fruits, wiid figs, and che ſervice; and are 
produced 
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produced by the ſlaviſn fear of a criminal, and 
therefore are juſtly called dead works, which muſt 
all be purged away by the blood of Chriſt before 
the ſoul can be ſaved; for the performances of 
condemned malefactors are lightly eſteemed 
both by God and man. 

It is a ſtraight path that lies between a loſe pro- 
fefſion and a "legal working. But the ſoul that is 
bleſſed with a divine un#ion from above, has a ſuf- 
ficient leader to lead him into all truth. This I 
found in my own experience, when my judgment 
was much confuſed, and my underſtanding very 
much beclouded; for if the legaliſt got hold of 
me, and I drank into his ſpirit, then I fell to 
work at mortifying my corruptions in my own 
ſtrength; temptations then began to operate, 
ſin prevailed, and I got into bondage, and found 
enmity to God himſelf ſpring up in my heart. 
And if on the other hand I liſtened to ſome looſe 
profeſſors, who prated about faith while they re- 
diculed heart-work and lived as the world does, 
then I loſt my peace and comfort; but bleſſed be 
God I felt an inward teacher, who guided me 
when I could not ſee my way: Surely this fulfils 
the promiſe, The way-faring men, though fools, ſhall 
not err therein, Ila, xxxv. 8. 

Now, that my reader may be encouraged to 
ſtick cloſe in union with Chriſt Jeſus; take the 
following conſiderations: The {word of Juſtice, 
that was drawn at Eden's gate, when God declared 
war with the world, was fheathed in Chriſt, when 
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peace was proclaimed. Awake, Oh ſword, againſt 
my ſbepberd, againſt the man that is mine equal, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts ; ſmite the ſhepherd, and the ſheep 
Hall be ſcattered | from the ſtroke], and Iwill turn my 
band upon the little ones. Zech. xiii. 11. Thus the 
ſword of juſtice was ſheathed in the body and ſoul 
of Chriſt Jeſus; and the flame of wrath that blaz- 
ed on the edge of that ſword, melted the very 
heart of the Saviour, when he ſaid, I aw poured out 
like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my beart 
is like wax, it is melted in the midſt of my bowels, 
Pſalm xxii. 14. until his precious blood quench- 
ed the flame; hence this ſword is ſaid to be bathed 
[that is with the blood of Chriſt] in heaven, and 
ſhall never come down any more upon the real be- 
liever who is under the atonement, but only up- 
on [legal work-mongers] who are under the 
curſe of the law, the ſword muſt come down upon 
them, as the people of his curſe, to judgment. Iſa, 
xxxiv. 5. 

Thou ſeeſt, reader, the ſword of juſtice was 


 ſheathed in the Saviour; the flame of wrath was 


quenched in his blood; and that the curſe of the 
law, which was the ſentence due to us all for ſin, 
was executed on Chriſt; he was made a curſe for 
us, Gal. iii. 13. Thus juſtice being ſatisfied and 
judgment fully executed, both juſtice and judg- 
ment dwell in the body and ſoul of Chriſt as in 
an habitation; and they are both agreed in him, 
that mercy and truth ſhould go hand in hand to 
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us, Juſtice and judgment are the habitation of thy 


throne | of Grace], mercy and truth ſhall go before thy 
face; bleſſed is the people that know the joyful ſound; 
Pſalm Ixxxix. 15. 


The law that told us to do and live, tranſpreſs 
and die, is now diſarmed of its commanding and 
condemning power [as a covenant of works], and 


is in the heart of Chriſt, Thy law is within my 


heart, ſhut up in that ark, Pſalm xl. 8. While 
his righteouſneſs is anſwerable to the command of 
the law, and his death anſwerable to the ſentence 
of it. So by faith in him, as our juſtification and 
redemption, we are delivered from the command- 
ing and condemning power of the law [as a co- 
venant of works], fo that the voice is now chang- 
ed from, Do and live—to, Believe and live 
from, Tranſgreſs and die—#o, Him that believeth 
ſhall never die. Thus Chriſtian, juſtice, judgment, 
and the diſarmed law, are in Chriſt Jeſus: A 
judgment is committed to him; all power given him; 
every promiſe is, yea, and amen in bim; all the trea- 
ſures of grace, wiſdom, and knowledge ; all the fulneſs 
of the Spirit, and all the fulne/s of the Godbead 
dewell in bim bodily. And all this is that God may 


| honour his dear ſon, and magnify the riches of bis 


grace in glory by him. The devil himſelf is wound- 
ed by his ſword, bound by his chain, and trampled 
under his feet. As you read, The Lord with his 
great and ſtrong fword ſhall puniſh Leviathan the 
crooked ſerpent, even Leviathan that piercing ſerpent, 
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and ſball ſlay the dragon that is in the ſea, Iſaiah 
xxvii. 1. he bound bim with his chain, Rev. xx. 1. 
he trod upon the lion and adder, and the young lion 
be trampled under feet, Pſalm xci. 13. Therefore 
cleave thou to Chriſt, and let his whole revealed 
mind and will be thy rule. Moſes and his legal 
works, Elijah and his fiery zeal, willingly with- 
drew [as good ſervants ought] from the mount, 
while the diſciples were with Jeſus, Matt. xvii. 1. 
And when you hear men pointing the hardened 
and impenitent ſinner to the blood of Chriſt, and 
ſending happy ſouls to Moſes' law for a rule and 
a yoke, regard not every /o here, and lo there, Matt. 
xxiv. 23. but go to Chriſt for both your rule and 
your yoke. If you are a believer go not to 
Sinai, but cleave cloſe to another mount, as 
Iſaiah tells you in his viſion; © And it ſhall - 
come to pals in the laſt days, [mark that] that 
the mountain of the Lord's houſe [that is Chriſt, 
compare with Dan. 11. 35.] ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
in the top of the mountains, and ſhall be ex- 
alted above the hills; and all nations ſhall flow 
unto it, And many people ſhall go and ſay, 
come ye and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the houſe of the God of Jacob, and he 
will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths. For out of Zion ſhall go forth the law, 
and the word of the Lord from Jeruſalem.” 

Ifa. 11. 1, 2, 3. There is your rule Chriſtian, [the 
law and the word]; ſee thou that ye go not to 
Moſes for a yoke; ſtand faſt in the liberty where- 
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with Chriſt has made you free, and be not again en- 
tangled with the yoke of bondage, Gal. v. 1. but 
take your yoke and rule from your only maſter 
and ruler, as he commands thee. © Come unto 
me all ye that labour [under the legal yoke] and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt; take 
my YOKE upon you and learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt 
unto your ſouls, for my yoke is eaſy and my bur- 
den is light.“ Matt. xi. 29, 30. 

When you hear men telling you that they know 
of no other rule than the decalogue, nor of any 
other aſſured hope of ſalvation than that iho/e who 
endure to the end ſhall be ſaved, tell them to take. 
their Bibles and look again. A hecart- felt union 
kept up by faith, prayer, and watchfulneſs, is the 
only way to be fruitful, If thou ſuffereſt thyſelf 
to be beguiled out of this and art led to Moſes 
thou wilt ſoon get the yoke of bondage on thy 
neck ; and when that 1s fixed by legal preaching 
thy heart will get hard, thy ſpirit will get narrow 
and contracted, 2 Cor. vi. 12. thou wilt be rack- 
ed with cruel jealouſy, inwardly galled at the hap- 
pineſs, proſperity, or ſucceſs of another; you 
will then be a-prating abour good works being 
meritorious while thy own ſoul is ſecretly led 
captive by the Devil at his will, and thy 
own conſcience will accuſe thee for it, but 
being hardened thou wilt not regard conſci- 
ence, Thou wilt then hold the cloſeſt com- 
munion with thoſe who are in the ſpirit of 
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bondage with thee, and all thy converſation will 
be railing at thoſe who are more happy in the 
Lord than thyſelf, Yea, thou wilt at times ob- 
ſcure plain truth, or even dare to pervert the word 
of God in order to entangle others in thy own 
bondage, becauſe their heavenly frames will gall. 
your bitter ſpirits; thus a company of Moſes* 
advocates pull one another under the vail till they 
have loſt all ſight of Chriſt Jeſus. I have been 
through all theſe blind ſtraits and know them as 
well as any one that ſhoots in ſecret at me. And 
I know that this is the fooliſhneſs of him that per- 
verleih his way, and his heart freiteth . the 
Lord, Prov. xix. 3. 


The Lord favour vs with acceſs to himſelf and 
with the fructifying ſhowers of ſpecial grace, that 
we may enjoy and not abuſe our liberty, and be 
made fruitful in Chriſt to the glory of God the 
father. Bring thou all thy internal and external 
trials to the will of God in the promiſes, as the 
only rule to lay them to and the only rule to ex- 
plain them by, and keep thyſelf in the enjoyment 
of God's love in Chriſt Jeſus, It is love that ful- 
fils the commandments, and that will influence 
thy life and walk ; all fruits without this root will 
ſurely wither Let thy heart keep my commandments, 
Prov. iii. 1. And it is the love of God in the 
heart that will keep the ſoul from falling —The 
law of bis God is in bis heart, none of bis fteps ſpall 
ſide, Pſalm xxxviii. 37 


Thus 
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Thus Reader, if thou art one of the legal 
ſtamp, who ſeekeſt reſt and findeſt none, I have 
gone as far as I can, with truth on my ſide, after 
thee; and ſhall have many a ſecret. arrow ſhot at 
me for going ſo far. Howbeit, I have not de- 
throned the Saviour nor exalted the ſervant in the 
maſter's place; nor have I made void the Jaw, 
but have ſet it on a level with the reſt of God's 
word as a rule; nor have I offered any encourage- 
ment to hardened ſinners, but have eſtabliſhed 
the law in all its force againſt them. God help 
you to preach up good works by your life, as the 
Saviour did: every miracle that he wrought pro- 
claimed who he was, and to ſhew that he ſought 
not glory of men, he ſaid, See tbou tell no man of 
it. But good works will always preach them- 
ſelves; for the more he charged them, the more they 
ſpread it abroad. Let free-grace dwell on your 
hearts and tongues, and let yoyr lives proclaim 
the fruits of the Spirit, and do not act like the 
workmongers, for Chriſt declares, They ſay and 
do not, Matt. xxiii. 3. And this appears plain 
enough in our preſent Arminian leader, who in 
public print has called every ſound goſpel mi- 
niſter ** a child of the devil;” as the Phariſees, in 
the Lord's day, called the maſter of the bouſe Beel- 
zebub, Matt. x. 25. So, agreeable to Chriſt's pre- 
diction, our preſent pope has conferred the ſame 
name on thoſe of his houſehold, Thus they apply 
to the family of Chriſt what their Pharaſaical fa- 
thers of old applied to the maſter, 
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May the Father of all mercies and God of all 
wort keep us by his mighty power, through 
faith to ſalvation, and enable us to give the 
world an account of the root in «s, by the fruits 
produced by us! Thus God ſhall get the glory, 
and wethe — a 


v. 


